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from the Chair

Carolyn Mitchell 
Chair 
Netball SA

It’s fair to say 2023 has been a historic year for netball in 
South Australia. In my second year as Chair of the Netball 
SA Board, I am immensely proud of what our organisation 
and our sport has achieved both on and off the court.

The strength of the Netball SA pathway was evident once 
again in 2023 and South Australia achieved success across 
many levels of the game, from grassroots through to elite.

Our NetSetGO programs thrived, our state representative 
sides brought home an array of silverware, and at the 
top, our Adelaide Thunderbirds achieved the ultimate 
success as they were crowned Premiers of Suncorp Super 
Netball.

Off court, a sold out season and record membership 
numbers headlined a long list of accolades for the Adelaide 
Thunderbirds and helped secure support from the State 
Government for the club to grow bigger again in 2024.

Premier Peter Malinauskas committed to financial 
support for the Thunderbirds in hosting all seven home 
games at the Adelaide Entertainment Centre, opening 
the door for significant growth for the club over the next 
three years.

In addition, he secured the 2024 Suncorp Super 
Netball Grand Final in Adelaide and committed to a 
redevelopment of Netball SA Stadium, the home of 
netball in South Australia.

With this significant opportunity in front of us, on 
the back of a successful 2023, the board focused on 
developing Netball SA’s 2023 Strategic Plan, which has 
since evolved into our three-year Strategic Plan, now 
spanning until 2026.

 

The Plan outlines our continued focus on four key pillars 
of success: grow, play, lead, and inspire, and highlights 
our purpose to enrich lives, enhance communities and 
inspire generations.

I would like to thank our entire netball community for 
their unwavering dedication to netball, with whom we 
share the successes of 2023.

First to the Board, thank you for continuing to 
demonstrate your passion for the game and ongoing 
commitment to a prosperous future for Netball SA.

Thank you to our commercial partners who share our 
love for netball and the community across  
South Australia.

To our volunteers, spread far and wide across the state, 
thank you for your time, your effort, and your devotion to 
our game that underpins netball all over the world.

Thank you to the members of the Audit and Risk 
Committee, Country Championships Organising 
Committee and our Council Delegates.

And lastly, thank you to our CEO Bronwyn Klei and her 
team at Netball SA. The success of 2023 is a testament to 
your hard work and commitment to netball at all levels.

As we enter into 2024 and the many opportunities it 
brings, I have full faith in this team and our broader 
Netball SA family to take netball further again.

Carolyn Mitchell 
Chair  
Netball SA
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The strength of the 
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Bronwyn Klei 
Chief Executive Officer 
Netball SA

from the ceo

What an incredible year 2023 has been for netball across 
South Australia.

Not only did we taste success on court, from grassroots 
through to our elite squads, we also delivered significant 
improvements in our programs and strengthened our 
governance.

Among the highlights:

Our junior state teams shone once again at the National 
Championships, with our 19U side returning home 
wearing gold while our 17Us finished fourth.

In another example of the strength of our elite pathways, 
the Adelaide Thunderbirds Futures team, previously known 
as the Southern Force, took part in the Australian Netball 
Championships and collected a well-deserved bronze.

Our SA Rubies also claimed the bronze medal at the 
Marie Little Shield competition for women with an 
intellectual disability for the second year in a row.

Once again, the Hospital Research Foundation Group Premier 
League competition provided a wealth of great netball and in 
the end, 2023 was Contax’s year, defeating Matrics by nine in 
the League decider after earlier overcoming Oakdale by 17 to 
also clinch the Reserves crown.

The largest event on the netball calendar, the Country 
Championships, returned for the June long weekend 
with 95 teams from around the state competing in more 
than 435 games at Netball SA Stadium.

Our partnership with Newscorp’s live streaming arm – 
KommunityTV – continued strongly as they provided 
broadcast coverage of both the Country Championships 
and The Hospital Research Foundation Premier League 
competition.

For the first time, they also live streamed the hugely 
successful Nunga Netball Carnival which hosted 51 
teams made up of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
netballers from all over South Australia.

We delivered Phase 2 of our Netball on the Road 
program, taking a range of clinics, education sessions 
and development programs to the five associations that 
were not visited in 2022: Central Ranges, Fleurieu, Yorke, 
Riverland, and Upper North.

We proudly hosted our largest ever Adelaide 
Thunderbirds school holiday clinics, with July recording 
the highest ever participation of any clinic, with 719 
participants attending, a 35% increase on the previous 
record.

We also continued to expand our First Nations 
Framework with more than 150 players attending 
specialist clinics across South Australia, and renewed our 
First Nations Scholarship Program with support provided 
to 14 recipients, as well as building on our Rising Sisters 
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Aboriginal Netball Program which is designed to increase 
opportunities and identify talent within South Australia’s 
First Nations netball community.

Netball SA’s Community Lottery, presented by Mazda, 
returned in 2023 and raised a new record of more than 
$70,000 for SA Netball Clubs and Associations.

Our inaugural Youth Advisory Group was established 
with nine young, passionate members of our netball 
community joining together to have their say on the 
future of our game.

And the Adelaide Thunderbirds Talent Academy 
continued to grow, with the state’s best young netballers 
selected to take part in the pilot program which is 
designed to strengthen the pathway from grassroots to 
the elite and saw 12 participating athletes selected in 
Netball SA’s State Teams for 2024.

For our Adelaide Thunderbirds, 2023 will go down in 
history as the club broke a 10-year drought to secure its 
first premiership since 2013 and its first in Suncorp Super 
Netball history.

After finishing the minor rounds second on the ladder 
with 9 wins, 1 draw and just 4 losses, they went on to 
defeat the NSW Swifts at John Cain Arena 60-59 in an 
epic final that went to overtime.

SA local Lucy Austin shone in her first official contracted 
season. Eleanor Cardwell and Sophie Casey both 
debuted, while Georgie Horjus, Maisie Nankivell, and 
Tippah Dwan all played their 50th national game.

Off court, the club recorded its highest Thunderbirds 
membership count as the Pink Army grew from 1,602 to 
2,343. Our wonderful fans ensured all six home games 
at Netball SA Stadium were sold out along with the 
marquee match at the Adelaide Entertainment Centre.

On the national stage, Matilda Garrett was named in the 
2023-24 Australian Diamonds Squad and made her debut 
post-season, becoming Diamond #191.

Six premiership Thunderbirds - Lucy Austin, Tippah 
Dwan, Matilda Garrett (captain), Georgie Horjus, Hannah 
Petty (co-captain), and Tayla Williams - were selected in 
the 2023 Australian Fast5 side which went on to secure 
back-to-back gold medals for Australia.

On top of this, SA umpire Georgina Sulley-Beales was 
contracted for the fourth consecutive SSN season.

During 2023, we also secured significant progress 
regarding the long overdue redevelopment of Netball 
SA Stadium, with the South Australian Government 
committing to the project.

Making this redevelopment a reality is an absolute 
priority for 2024.

Finally, I wish to acknowledge and sincerely thank all 
the people who make all of this – and so much more – 
possible.

Thank you to our netball community… our players, 
coaches, umpires, bench officials, and volunteers right 
across the state.

Bronwyn Klei 
Chief Executive Officer 
Netball SA

i wish to acknowledge 
& sincerely thank the 
people who make all 
of this possible.
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board of directors

chair
Carolyn Mitchell 

Director 2021 - Present
2022 - Present

director
Nick Redin  

2021 - Present

director
Julianne Cirson 

2019 - Present

director
Noelle Smit 

2022 - Present

director
Stephen Dawes 

2022 - Present

director
Chris Wood 

2020 - Present

director
Glenn Docherty 

2012 - Present

director
Caroline Phillips 

2018 - Present

director
Michelle Pole 
2018 - Present
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Volunteers
Netball SA extends its sincere thank you to the volunteers 
across our netball community that once again provided an 
invaluable contribution in 2023.

From grassroots to the Adelaide Thunderbirds and the 
Netball SA Board, our volunteers provide generous support 
to help our sport thrive and grow. 

In 2023, Netball SA introduced its Volunteer Recognition 
Program to spotlight and celebrate nominated volunteers 
through the inaugural Volunteer of the Month Award. The 
winners were acknowledged across Netball SA’s digital 
channels.

At the Netball SA Awards Gala, the 2023 recipients of the 
Netball SA Volunteer of the Year Award (presented by 
HCF) for both the metro and regional communities were 
announced. 

For their significant contributions, Peter Mazzachi from 
Matrics Netball Club was awarded the metro award, while 
Tracy Mills of Parndana Netball Club on Kangaroo Island 
took out the country award.

Netball SA would like to acknowledge and thank the 
countless volunteers that continue to be the heartbeat of 
our sport. 

From running committees across South Australia to 
the Team Pink volunteers who help deliver Adelaide 
Thunderbirds game days, our sport would simply not be 
the same without them.
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2023 snapshot
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strategic direction

Grow
• Grow netball participation in South Australia.

• Embed a sustainable business model.

• Increase Netball SA’s venue usage.

• Invest in the next generation of volunteers to grow our sport.

lead
• Ensure netball is inclusive and a sport for all.

• Build a strong, safe, and sustainable netball community. 

• We are customer centric in everything we do.

• Netball is a place where people can thrive and grow.

inspire
• Elevate the Adelaide Thunderbirds to be the voice for women and girls in South 

Australia.

• Increase the connection between grassroots and elite netball.

• Make Adelaide Thunderbirds a destination club for the world’s best players, 
coaches, and high performance staff.

play
• Ensure clear, defined, and connected pathways for all.

• Grass roots competitions and programs provide the opportunity for everyone  
to participate.

• THRFG Premier League remains the pinnacle competition in South Australia.
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power of  
our sport
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1941 Lorna Ryan*

1945 Gwen Patterson (Benzie)*

1946 Greta Crane*

1946 Clara Rankin*

1946 Anne Stanton*

1946 Alice Spilsbury*

1952 Mary White*

1952 Mavis Nunn*

1954 Selena Pomeroy*

1954 Jeanette Hargrave*

1954 Merle Oldham (Potter)*

1954 Joy Sheridan (Dundon)*

1956 Fay Dumont*

1958 Marcia Gray (Hepworth)*

1958 Lois Quarrell*

1959 Mavis Buckingham (Scott)*

1959 Millie Cakebread*

1959 Alice Rice*

1959 Dawn White

1961 Muriel Wallace*

1961 Glenda West*

1961 Gertrude Law*

1964 Margaret Cahill*

1968 Pauline Harrison*

1968 Iris Rodgers*

1968 Avis Boyce*

1969 Sylvia McCubbin*

1973 Daphne Todd*

1975 Elizabeth Slarks*

1975 Shirley Cox

1975 Joan Horner*

1976 Chris Burton

1977 Jocelyn Bayly

1980 Robin Smith*

1982 Nadia Marmach*

1983 Betty Fisher

1984 Patricia Courtney*

1984 Jan Summers

1987 Lorne Sutherland*

1987 Jeanette Fryar

1987 Yvonne Battersby

1989 Valerie Wright

1990 Margaret Angove

1990 Bronwyn Roberts

1992 Marlene Pressley

1993 Yolanda Cannizzaro

1993 Barbara Martin*

1995 Raechel May*

1995 Marlene Lang*

1999 John Belton*

1999 Nathalie McRae*

2000 Wendy Gambling

2002 Ron Blake*

2004  Pam Brown

2006 Jackie Blyth

2006 Jan Sutherland

2012 Lee-Anne Cummins

2013 Allan Wright

2019 Dawn Reid

2020 Ros Collins*

2022 Graeme Gilbert

*Deceased

Netball SA’s Life Membership is awarded for outstanding voluntary service on a state level in the areas of playing, 
coaching, umpiring and/or administration.  

We are forever grateful to all the Life Members who have dedicated themselves to the service of our sport.

life members
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Associations and 
presidents
Adelaide Plains 
President: Leah Clifton

Adelaide Metro Netball Division 
President: Peter Mazzachi

Barossa, Light & Gawler 
President: Katrina Frederick

Broken Hill 
President: Tori McManus*

City Night 
President: NA for 22/23

Eastern Eyre 
President: Kristy Turnbull

Elizabeth 
President: Lois Scaife 

Gawler & Districts 
President: Kylie Forby

Great Flinders 
President: Elizabeth Burns

Great Southern 
President: Simon George

Hills 
President: Kirsten Hawthorn

Kadina & Districts 
President: Narelle Koch*

Kangaroo Island 
President: Marty Kay

Kowree Naracoorte Tatiara 
President: Nicole Pink*

Murray Valley Football Netball League 
President: Hayley Schulz

Mid Hills 
President: Felicity Duffield

Mid South East 
President: Sara Gray

Mount Gambier 
President:Cindy Launer

North Eastern 
President: Fiona Schiller

Northern Areas 
President: Lisa Reddaway

Port Augusta 
President: Selina Ashton*

Port Lincoln 
President: Jo Franklin

Port Pirie 
President: Sally Johns 

River Murray 
President: Kerry Swan*

Riverland 
President: Naomi Campbell

Roxby Downs 
President: Alicia Lee*

SA Districts 
President: John Adams

SA Mens & Mixed Netball 
President: Steven McInnes

Southern Hills 
President: Chris Rose

Southern United 
President: Helen Meynell

Western Border 
President: Jo Gibbs

Western Eyre 
President: Lindsay Denton

Whyalla 
President: Rachelle Frigo

Yorke Peninsula 
President: Sue Brown

* Denotes new in 2023

32,322
35
271

Netball sa
members

Affiliated 
 associations/divisions

affiliated clubs within 
those associations/
divisions
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Membership

netball sa participation growth 

In 2023, Netball SA’s Development Team were proud to 
continue supporting affiliated clubs and associations across 
the state. The Netball on the Road initiative returned and 
visited the five regions that were not involved in the 2022 
pilot program. 

Building upon the success of the previous year, this 
program once again offered a variety of workshops, clinics 
and sessions aimed at enhancing the netball experience 
for all participants.

Netball on the Road made a positive impact 
on five new regions: Central Ranges, Fleurieu, 
Yorkes, Riverland, and Upper North. The program 
encompassed a diverse range of offerings, including 
coaching, officiating, skills clinics, as well as sessions 
to upskill local netball committee members.

Following the transition of associations to PlayHQ in 2022, 
Netball SA was pleased to announce, in its second year, 
PlayHQ has continued to be a successful competition 
management tool for associations. 

This transition has not only streamlined administrative 
processes but also enhanced the overall netball 
experience for players, coaches, and officials.

Netball SA remains committed to supporting the growth 
and development of associations and clubs across the 
state. Our fortnightly Game Plan newsletter, specially 
designed for associations and clubs, continues to provide 
valuable content on governance, funding opportunities, 
product offerings, player development pathways, and 
club growth initiatives.

woolworths  NetsetGO

Woolworths NetSetGO continued to thrive, providing 
children between the ages of 5-10 years an opportunity 
to develop their netball skills in a fun, safe, and 
inclusive environment.

In 2023, South Australia had 94 centres participate in the 
Woolworths NetSetGO program with 1788 participants 
registering to a Net, Set or GO activity. 

Participant growth increased by 12% compared to 
enrolments in 2022.

The inaugural Woolworths NetSetGO ‘Come and Play 
Day’ was held at the Netball SA Stadium in February to 
encourage participants to try the program and register 
for the upcoming season. 

The inaugural Woolworths NetSetGO Month was 
also introduced in July, adapted from Woolworths 
NetSetGO Week in 2022. This national program was 
delivered by Netball SA and celebrated all things 
NetSetGO, giving participants a chance to experience 
fun netball activities whilst eating healthy. 

At Netball SA’s Awards Gala, Seaford Storm Netball Club 
were awarded NetSetGO Centre of the Year. 

Woolworths NetSetGO on-court activations were held at 
two of the Adelaide Thunderbirds’ seven home games, 
with a total of 30 program participants involved across 
the season. The NetSetGO Centres that participated 
were Reynella in Round 4’s match against the Giants and 
Encounter Bay in Round 13’s match against the Lightning 
at the Adelaide Entertainment Centre.

Participants also entered a competition to win the ‘Little 
Leader’ experience, where the winners ran out for the 
Adelaide Thunderbirds arena call-ons alongside the 
team at each of their seven home games. 

1,788
Seaford

storm netball club awarded 
woolworths netsetgo centre  
of the year

woolworths netsetgo 
participants

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
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netball on the road

Following a successful launch in 2022, the Netball on the 
Road program returned for 2023 to visit the remaining 
five South Australian regions.

Netball SA visited Central Ranges, the Fleurieu Peninsula, 
Yorke Peninsula, Riverland, and the Upper North 
between March and July.

This year’s offerings included Player Skills Clinics, Coach 
Mentoring, Umpire Mentoring, Umpire Workshops, 
Coaching Workshops, Child Safe Environment training 
and more.

Across the five regions, over 2,000 participants attended 
a range of offerings as 76 sessions were held, including 
visits from Adelaide Thunderbirds athletes.

walking netball
Netball SA’s Walking Netball program continued to grow 
in 2023 as the modified version of the traditional game 
reached new audiences. 

The program is aimed at improving health outcomes 
by encouraging physical activity, strength, balance, and 
fitness, as well as helping people of all ages and fitness 
levels stay active and social.

The Netball SA product offers two key arms of the 
program: the activity sessions where participants 
practice their skills and improve their fitness and 
mobility in a fun and casual environment, as well as the 
Walking Netball competition where teams or individuals 
can nominate to play in a casual competition. 

In 2023, Netball SA introduced a week-night evening 
session, in addition to the weekly programs at Netball 
SA Stadium. Programs were also held at The Lights 
Community Centre, Port Lincoln Netball Association and 
Willunga Netball Club.

Two South Australian Walking Netball teams also 
experienced great success at the 2023 Australian Masters 
Games, winning gold and silver in the over 50s category.

2,008 netball on the  
road participants

76 sessions  
were held

5 regions were visited 
between march & july
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country championships
Held annually on the June long weekend, the Country 
Championships is the largest event on the netball calendar, 
attracting the best regional talent from across the state to 
Netball SA Stadium for a three-day competition.

In 2023, over 1,028 netballers, coaches and officials from 
25 associations competed in over 435 matches, making 
up 95 teams from all over South Australia.

Newscorp’s live streaming arm KommunityTV broadcast 
the event for the third-consecutive year, bringing the 
competition to the communities of associations and 
supporters who were unable to attend.

Netball SA extends its sincere thanks to the Country 
Championships Organising Committee for the dedication 
and hard work put into this year’s competition.

Country Championships Organising Committee:
• Naomi Davey (Convenor)

• Sharon Guley

• Yolanda Cannizzaro

• Tania Adler

• Nickie Mead

• Robyn Kelly

• Gayle Forby 

Country Championships winners

Seniors A Grade Great Southern NA

Senior B Grade Mid South East NA

17U Division 1 Hills NA

17U Division 2 Kowree-Naracoorte Tatiara NA

15U Division 1 Great Southern NA

15U Division 2 Yorke Peninsula NA

15U Division 3 Southern Hills NA

13U Division 1 Western Border NA

13U Division 2 Great Flinders NA

13U Division 3 Adelaide Plains NA

1,028 Players

25 regional 
associations

35
24

coaches &
 
umpires

mentored during 
the event

95

157

teams

officials

19 umpires
received national 
badges
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School programs

Netball SA continued to provide opportunities for 
primary and secondary school students throughout 
South Australia to engage in netball, primarily through 
the Sporting Schools Program and Thunder Cup 
Competition in 2023.

Sporting Schools
The Sporting Schools program is an Australian 
Government initiative designed to help schools to 
increase children’s participation in sport, and to connect 
them with community sporting opportunities. 

In 2023, the Sporting Schools program included 5,449 
participants across 38 primary schools and 13 high schools.  

Thunder Cup
Thunder Cup is a participation-based competition for 
schools with weekly competitions delivered in Terms 2 

the hospital research 
foundation group 
Adelaide Thunderbirds 
School Holiday Clinics 

The Adelaide Thunderbirds School Holiday Clinics 
saw 1640 participants aged 5-15 years attend the 
2023 clinics, a 2% growth on 2022 registrations. 

This year’s School Holiday Clinics experienced its 
most successful year to date, seeing a number of 2023 
Thunderbirds Premiership players in attendance. 

Each clinic provided a great opportunity for young 
South Australian netballers to meet and learn from 
their idols as well as the Netball SA Accredited 
Community Coaches.

A key focus was to provide a variety of clinics 
targeted at different age groups, as seen in the 
following:
Neurodivergent, 5–6-year-olds, 7–9-year-olds, 
10–12-year-olds, 10–14-year-old boys & 13–15-year-olds.

The July clinics recorded the highest ever 
participation of any clinic with 719 participants 
which was a significant 35% increase on the previous 
record from July in 2022.

1,640

largest

clinic 
participants

4 the hospital research foundation group 
Adelaide thunderbirds School holiday clinics

ever program 
achieved October 2023 

5,449
300

sporting schools 
participants

thunder cup 
participants

2% increase 
from 2022



 NETBALL SA ANNUAL REPORT 2023  //   19

and 3 to enable children from years 3 to 6 to play netball 
and develop their skills.

This year’s Thunder Cup program saw 300 students 
participate across 29 teams in Year 3/4 and 5/6.

Specialist Schools Program 
The following five schools were re-endorsed from 2022 as 
Specialist Schools for 2023-24: Blackwood High School, 
Gleeson College, Pedare Christian College, St Mary’s 
College and Trinity College.

In addition, Willunga High School and Henley High 

School were endorsed as new Specialist Schools for 2023-24.

The inaugural Specialist Schools Cup was held in 
November of 2023 seeing a total of 26 teams compete 
across each age group:

• Year 6/7 – 8 teams

• Year 8 – 7 teams

• Year 9 - 7 teams

• Open (Year 10/11) – 4 teams
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adelaide thunderbirds talent academy

Netball SA first established its Academy Program 
throughout South Australia in 2002 for talent 
identified players, coaches and umpires to help them 
reach their potential.

Following a successful rebrand and restructure of the 
existing program in 2022, the Adelaide Thunderbirds 
Talent Academy (ATTA) returned in 2023 with a stronger 
focus on preparing athletes aged 14-16 for State Team 
trials and future pathway opportunities.

The ATTA comprised six academies across South 
Australia with a total of 109 players: 1 Emerging Academy 
designed to highlight the top talent in the state and 5 
development academies based in Berri, Clare, Keith, 
Metro and Whyalla.

Each academy participated in four regional sessions 
each and the Emerging Academy was involved in a 
camp in Adelaide.

Participants benefited from specialist training, both 
tactical and technical, across the full court and all 
positions. Extracurricular activities such as sports 
psychology, sleep education, recovery and fitness testing 
were also included.

All 109 players were invited to attend Netball SA’s 2024 
State Team trials and 11 were named in either the 17U or 
19U squads.

A player survey conducted at the conclusion of the 2023 
program revealed a strong result of 97% of athletes 
selecting ‘strongly agree’ or ‘agree’ in response to whether 
the program was beneficial to their development.

In addition, 86% of parents in the Emerging Academy and 
71% in development academies felt the program helped 

prepare their child for future pathway opportunities.

Emerging Academy coaches also delivered sessions 
across regional locations to foster the development of 
coaches across the state.

lead coaching staff
Berri: Rachel Capetanakis
Metro: Kirsty Leonard-Down
Metro-Emerging : Lee-Anne Cummins
Clare:  Katie Liebelt
Keith:  Jane Gould
Whyalla:  Rose McArthur

Assistant coaching staff
Berri: Renee Gates
Metro: Paul Besanko
Metro-Emerging : Jake Taylor
Clare:  Sarah Johnson
Keith:  Donna Denton
Whyalla:  Rebecca Bruce

11

109
athletes selected in the  
2024 U17 state team

athletes selected in  
the program
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woolworths South australian Rubies

The Woolworths South Australian Rubies compete 
annually in the Marie Little Shield - named in honour of 
disability netball pioneer, Marie Little OAM. 

First introduced in 2013, the tournament provides 
women with an intellectual disability the chance to 
compete at a national level.

In 2023, the competition was held at Waverley Netball 
Centre across three days from Friday, September 15 to 
Sunday, September 17.

The Rubies returned to the competition and delivered 
a strong performance to bring home bronze for the 
second-consecutive year.

The side welcomed four new team members this year, 
joining forces with devoted captain, Isabella Ivancic-
Holland, who has been a consistent figure of the side 
since the inception of the competition.

Coaching and Support Staff
Head Coach: Tricia Crockford
Assistant Coach: Paul Beinke
Mentor Coach: Donna Stewart
Apprentice Coach: Chelsea Lambert
Team Manager:  Samantha Luck

• Skye Elliott
• Kim Flannigan
• Kaitlyn Hammill
• Sarah Hill
• Isabella Ivancic-Holland
• Sophie Kneebone
• Alysia Potts
• Amanda Roberts
• Megan Sadler
• Samantha Walker

Athletes
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SAASTA Aboriginal 
netball academy

vanessa dempsey 
award

The South Australian Aboriginal Secondary Training 
Academy (SAASTA) Aboriginal Netball Academy provides 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander high school students 
with a unique program of educational outcomes and 
netball development. 
In 2023, 22 athletes were selected for the Academy with 
Dani Johnson named as Head Coach and Akaysha Hill as 
Assistant Coach. 
2022 Academy student Tashani Wyatt was also named as 
an Apprentice Coach as she continued her development 
in the sport.
As part of the program, students visited Melbourne on 
a sporting and cultural trip where they participated in 
match play against SEDA College, experienced cultural 
tours, visited the MCG and Australian Sport Museum, 
and attended an SSN match between the Adelaide 
Thunderbirds and Collingwood Magpies.
A key element of the 2023 program was the academy’s 
involvement in painting the Thunderbirds’ shoes for their 
First Nations Rounds.
The students collaborated with Kaurna/Narungga artist, 
Karii Doolan-O’Loughlin, and met with each athlete to 
understand their story and what is important to them, 
which guided the design of the shoes.

2023 award winners 
Netballer of the Year: Ebony Noack
Student of the Year: Tanisha Wilson
Coaches Award: Madison Ah Chee
Players Values Award: Tanisha Wilson

Natasha Chisholm was the 2023 recipient of the Vanessa 
Dempsey Award for her commitment to the engagement 
and support of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
netball participants and communities.

The award is named after inaugural recipient, proud 
Ngarrindjeri, Narungga and Jingili woman, and 
well-known member of the Netball SA community, 
Vanessa Dempsey.

Natasha has been involved in running the SA Nunga 
Netball Junior Carnival for several years alongside 
Dempsey, helping with team registrations, communicating 
with teams, creating draws and fixtures, and offering 
general support for management of the event.

Additionally, she played a significant role in the inaugural 
Rising Sisters Aboriginal Netball Program with Netball 
SA in 2023 as the team support manager, co-ordinating 
parents and participants, answering questions, taking 
photos and performing many other duties to help ensure 
the program is a success for the young girls involved.

Currently employed at the Workabout Centre, Natasha 
is extremely passionate about Aboriginal education and 
providing opportunities for young people in the community, 
and will do any job, no matter how big or small.

She is known for being a trusted voice of advice for 
anyone who needs it and a huge support to any program 
she is involved with.

Natasha accepted the award at Netball SA’s Awards Gala 
on Friday, September 29.
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first nations framework

Netball SA’s 2023 First Nations Framework continued to 
build on the momentum established during the launch of 
the initiative in 2022, outlining Netball SA’s commitment 
to increasing participation and development of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander netballers in South 
Australia.

Initiatives in 2023 included:
• Completion of new artwork on permanent shipping 

containers at Netball SA by Shane Cook
• Delivery of the 2022 Rising Sisters Aboriginal 

Netball Program
• Continued partnership with SAASTA Aboriginal 

Netball Academy
• Delivery of First Nations Netball Clinics across the state
• Continued cultural education for Netball SA staff, 

board and athletes
• Elevating celebration for the First Nations Rounds for 

Adelaide Thunderbirds and The Hospital Research 
Foundation Group Premier League

• Selection of 14 individuals to receive a 2023 First 
Nations Scholarship

• Delivery of the 2023 Nunga Netball Carnival with 51 
teams and 242 games of netball played over the two-
day carnival

• Selection of the 2023 Rising Sisters Aboriginal 
Netball Program

14 2051 7first nations athlete 
participation 
scholarship recipients

nunga netball 
carnival teams

first nations clinics run 
across south australia

aboriginal & torres 
straight islanders 
in rising sisters

New developments in the 2023 Framework included:
• A formal partnership and MOU with SA Nunga Netball to 

increase Netball SA’s contribution
• Launch of consistent First Nations design incorporated 

across 2023 State Team, Adelaide Thunderbirds Futures, 
Rubies & Umpire uniforms

• Launch of 2023 Adelaide Thunderbirds First Nations Dress 
in conjunction with Shane Cook & SAASTA

• Inclusion of First Nations Netball Clinics held at Netball 
SA Stadium as part of the School Holiday Clinics

• Inclusion of Premier League clubs in official Dress 
Cleansing Ceremony for 2023 First Nations Dress designs 
for Adelaide Thunderbirds

• Inclusion of First Nations Round for AMND Competition
• Engaged First Nations artist Karii Doolan-O’Loughlin 

to facilitate shoe painting artwork for Adelaide 
Thunderbirds athletes with SAASTA students

• 2023 Nunga Netball Carnival live streamed for the first 
time in the event’s history and included both First 
Nations Netball Clinics and boys participation clinics as 
part of the offering

Netball SA would like to specially thank key contributors in 
this space including Vanessa Dempsey, Natasha Chisholm 
and Christine Glenn for their support and guidance 
throughout 2023.
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The Hospital Research Foundation Group Premier 
League is South Australia’s pinnacle netball competition, 
comprising the state’s best talent and fiercest rivalries.

It provides athletes, coaches, umpires, and officials with a 
highly competitive environment to showcase and develop 
their skills and is also an important feeder program for 
national opportunities within the netball pathway. 

2023 marked the introduction of the inaugural Super 
Saturday event as the Grand Final matches aligned with 
the Adelaide Metropolitan Netball Division competition 
at Netball SA Stadium on Saturday, August 12.

Newscorp’s live streaming arm - KommunityTV - extended 

the hospital research foundation group 
premier league

Sophie Agostino (Contax)

Team of the year (presented by THRFG)

Premier league award winners
Premier Division MVP (presented by THRFG): 
Emily Burgess (Garville)

Reserves Division MVP (presented by THRFG): 
Kayla Howes (Oakdale)

Club Excellence Award(presented by Mazda): 
Contax Netball Club

Umpire of the Year: 
Renee Reynolds

Performance Development Coach of the Year: 
Leanne Eichler (Contax)

Rookie of the Year:  
Poppy Scholz (Oakdale)

Sophie Casey (Matrics)

Casey Bernhardt (Garville)

Jessie Grenvold (Contax)

Kayla Graham (Contax)

Goaler Reserve: Jess Paradiso (South Adelaide)
Centre Court Reserve: Eliza Hunter (Contax)
Defence Reserve: Sophie Croft (Matrics)

Georgia Dent (Matrics)

Tyler Orr (Matrics)

their partnership with Netball SA to broadcast Court 1 
games across the minor rounds and all finals matches.

In a competition first, the Grand Final matches were also 
streamed live via Kayo Sports.

Contax Netball Club finished minor premiers of the 
Premier Division and went on to defeat reigning premiers 
Matrics Netball Club to claim the premiership.

In the Reserves Division, Matrics claimed the minor 
premiership, however it was Contax who went on to 
win the trophy, defeating Oakdale Netball Club in the 
Grand Final.

league division winners
Contax Netball Club

reserves division winners
Contax Netball Club

grand final mvps
League: Jessie Grenvold (Contax)
Reserves: Molly Watson (Contax)

GS
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wa
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Opportunities for coaching development across South 
Australia was elevated once again in 2023 as Netball SA 
saw significant growth in its programs from 2022.

The number of accreditations achieved across SA 
increased by a significant 105% as numbers soared from 
348 in 2022 to 716 in 2023.

At Netball SA’s annual Country Championships event, 35 
coaches received mentoring, up from 10 in 2022.

The Back Bench Coach experience also returned in 2023 
as 28 coaches attended the workshop at the Adelaide 
Thunderbirds’ Round 13 match against the Sunshine 
Coast Lightning at the Adelaide Entertainment Centre.

The workshop was facilitated by Thunderbirds past 
premiership coach Jane Woodlands-Thompson and 
provided attendees with a unique experience to learn 
during a live SSN match.

Coach education workshops and mentoring were once 
again conducted regionally across the season and in 
conjunction with Netball SA’s Netball on the Road program.

2023 award winners 
Coach of the Year: Paul Besanko
Coach of the Year (THRFG PL): Leanne Eichler

coaching

Accreditation Number of 
Accreditations

Online Foundation Course 474

Online Development Course 127

Face-to-Face Development Course 107

Intermediate Course 8

Accreditation Number of 
Accreditations

Foundation Umpires Course (online) 474

Beginner Umpire Workshop 20 involving 289 
participants

Rules of Netball Theory Exam 982 online exam 
participants

A Badges 2

B Badges 48

C Badges 200

Officiating

Netball SA launched its inaugural C Badge Umpire Camp 
in 2023, providing a unique new offering to umpires to 
progress towards their B Badge accreditation.

The camp was presented by experienced SA umpires 
Georgina Sulley-Beales, Renee Reynolds and Chloe 
Grosser, and was the first in a suite of umpire camps by 
Netball SA launching across 2023 and 2024.

Also in 2023, 29 of the 33 Netball SA affiliated associations 
requested and received umpires for their Grand Finals.

In April, South Australian umpire Chloe Grosser was 
selected to officiate at the 17U and 19U National 
Netball Championships.

In addition, Naomi Davey also represented SA at the 
National Netball Championships as a Bench Official.

SA umpire Georgina Sulley-Beales was once again given a 
Suncorp Super Netball contract to officiate at the top level.

At the Netball SA Award Gala, Jessie Miller was crowned 
Umpire of the Year (Community) and Renee Reynolds 
was Umpire of the Year for Premier League.

10
8
29

24suncorp super 
netball contract

umpire selected to 
officiate nnc

c badges awarded 
at country champs

b badges awarded at 
country champs

associations 
recieved umpires 
for grand finals

umpires mentored 
at country champs1

1
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adelaide  
thunderbirds
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A historic year for the Adelaide Thunderbirds, the 
success of 2023 culminated in the club securing its 
first premiership in a decade as they were crowned 
champions of Suncorp Super Netball.

Nine wins, one draw and just four losses meant the 
Thunderbirds finished second on the ladder and secured 
their place in the major semi-final.

A thrilling victory over the NSW Swifts in overtime sent the 
Adelaide side to its first Grand Final appearance since 2013.

On the biggest stage of all, meeting the Swifts once 
again, the match went into overtime for the second time 
in two weeks in a grand final that will go down in history.

In front of over 9,000 fans at John Cain Arena, the 
Thunderbirds defeated the Swifts by one goal to bring 
the trophy back to South Australia.

2023 also marked SA talent Lucy Austin’s first contracted 
SSN season and saw English international Eleanor 
Cardwell become Thunderbird #106.

Six emerging South Australians were selected as training 
partners: Chelsea Blackman, Sophie Casey, Lauren Frew, 
Kayla Graham, Jessie Grenvold, and Tyler Orr.

In Round 12, Casey became the second debutant of the 
season as she was capped at Thunderbird #107.

adelaide 
thunderbirds

South Australians Georgie Horjus and Maisie Nankivell 
both celebrated 50 SSN games in Round 9 and Tippah 
Dwan notched up her 50th in Round 14.

All matches at Netball SA Stadium were in front of a 
full house and for the first time in over 10 years, the 
Thunderbirds sold out the Adelaide Entertainment 
Centre in Round 13.

Defender Matilda Garrett was selected in the 2023-24 
Australian Diamonds squad and post-SSN season, made 
her debut in the green and gold to become Diamond #191.

At the 2023 Netball World Cup, Eleanor Cardwell 
represented England and Jamaicans Shamera Sterling 
and Latanya Wilson lined up for the Sunshine Girls.

On the back of a successful SSN season, six 2023 
premiership Thunderbirds were named in the Australian 
side to compete at the Fast5 World Series in New 
Zealand: Lucy Austin, Tippah Dwan, Matilda Garrett, 
Georgie Horjus, Hannah Petty, and Tayla Williams.

Garrett was named captain, with Petty as her vice, and the 
duo made their Fast5 debuts alongside Dwan and Williams.
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latanya wilsontayla williams

georgie horjus matilda garrett

shamera sterling 
leadership group

tippah dwan

hannah petty 
captain

2023 training partners

2023 adelaide thunderbirds team

eleanor cardwell 
Leadership Group

maisie nankivell

lucy austin

kayla graham jessie grenvold tyler orrlauren frewsophie caseychelsea 
blackman
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staff
Adelaide Thunderbirds 2023 Season 
Staff

High Performance Manager: Pitre Bourdon 

Head Coach: Tania Obst

Assistant Coaches: Cathy Fellows & Tracey Neville

Performance Analyst: Jade Traynor 

Strength and Conditioning Coach: Matt Evans

Athlete Wellbeing and Engagement Lead: Louise 
Bawden

Adelaide Thunderbirds Operations Manager: Kate 
Harkness/Louise Broadbridge

Team Doctor: Dr. Duncan Walker

Physiotherapist: Lauren Bendo

Dietitian: Olivia Warnes

Masseuse: Giovanna Icolaro

Leadership Consultant: Kelly Vennus

Mindset Coach: David Steventon

2023 season award winners

• Club Champion: Shamera Sterling

• Players’ Player: Latanya Wilson

• Spirit Award: Eleanor Cardwell

• Player of the Finals: Georgie Horjus

• Members Player of the Year: Georgie Horjus

other South Australian athletes 
contracted to 2023 SSN teams

• Nyah Allen – Collingwood Magpies 

• Sasha Glasgow – West Coast Fever

• Sarah Klau – NSW Swifts

• Maddy Proud – NSW Swifts

• Maddy Turner – NSW Swifts

2023 club champion 
Shamera Sterling

2023 Players player 
Latanya Wilson

2023 Spirit award 
Eleanor Cardwell

2023 Player of the Finals &  
members Player of the year 

Georgie Horjus
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National
success
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South Australia’s representative side at the Australian 
National Championships (ANC) was re-branded in 2023 
to the Adelaide Thunderbirds Futures as Netball SA 
decided to strengthen the pathway as a key stepping 
stone to the Adelaide Thunderbirds SSN side.

The ANC tournament unites the country’s top 
emerging netball talent and a key focus of the Adelaide 
Thunderbirds Futures was to support and enhance 
the progression of talent identified SA athletes in the 
national pathway.

Experienced SA coach Jacqui Illman was reappointed 
as Head Coach on the back of championship success in 
2022, with Jenny Borlase named as her assistant.

The 2023 tournament was held in Morayfield, 
Queensland and the Futures side returned home to 
South Australia with a bronze medal.

At Netball SA’s Awards Gala, Sophie Casey was named 
Most Valuable Player for the side and Lucy Austin was 
voted Players’ Player by her peers.

2023 atb futures squad 

adelaide thunderbirds futures

• Lucy Austin^ (Vice Captain)

• Chelsea Blackman* (Vice 
Captain)

• Sophie Casey*
• Sophie Croft
• Lucy Denton
• Lauren Frew*

• Poppy Gilfillan-Silk
• Kayla Graham*
• Jessie Grenvold*
• Tyler Orr* (Captain)

• Tabitha Packer
• Molly Watson

Head Coach: Jacqui Illman
Assistant Coach: Jenny Borlase
Team Manager: Louise Broadbridge
Physiotherapist: Lauren Bendo
Performance Analyst: Jade Traynor
S&C Coach: Matt Evans 
Coach Mentor: Cathy Fellows

* Adelaide Thunderbirds Training Partner
^ Adelaide Thunderbirds Contracted Player
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Netball SA’s 17U and 19U State Teams returned to the 
National Netball Championships, held in Darwin in 2023.

After taking home the silver medal in 2022, the 19U side 
went one better this year to secure the championship 
and return home with the gold.

Completing the minor rounds undefeated, the SA side 
beat Western Australia by 11 goals (44-33) in the Grand 
Final on Sunday, April 16.

Rising defender Tabitha Packer was named Most 
Valuable Player of the Grand Final match.

After a stellar week, midcourter Lucy Voyvodic was 
named Most Valuable Player across the tournament for 
the 19U division.

The 17U side finished fifth in their age division after 
defeating Tasmania by 11 goals (34-23) in their final 
match on Sunday, April 16.

17/U State Team Squad 
• Edie Benger 
• Grace Bradtke
• Taylor Davies 
• Annelise Janssen
• Tahlia Jolly
• Jemma Kelly
• Jazmin McKay
• Dusty Millar
• Zalii Reid
• Poppy Scholz (Captain)
• Summer Smith (Vice Captain)
• Sophie Warren

17/U State Team Staff
Head Coach: Peta Maher
Assistant Coach: Cassie Martin
Physiotherapist: Anna Stankevicius
Team Manager: Tricia Crockford

17/u and 19/u state teams
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19/U State Team Squad 
• Sophie Casey (Captain)
• Kaili Cook-Shakles
• Lucy Denton 
• Cameron Golding
• Kayla Graham
• Brooke Irlam
• Olivia Kelly
• Sophie Killick
• Emily Laird
• Olivia Nicholls
• Tabitha Packer (Vice Captain)
• Lucy Voyvodic (Vice Captain)

19/U State Team Staff
Head Coach: Amanda Shattock
Assistant Coach: Kim Hocking
Phsiotherapist: Scott Smith
Team Manager: Jo Whelan
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The South Australian Sports Institute (SASI) Netball 
Program provides a daily training environment for the 
state’s nationally identified athletes. 

In 2023, SASI athlete Lucy Austin was offered a 
permanent contract with the Adelaide Thunderbirds. 

SASI athletes Chelsea Blackman, Tyler Orr and Molly 
Watson were also named as Adelaide Thunderbirds 
training partners. 

SASI athletes Lucy Austin, Matilda Garrett, Georgie 
Horjus, Hannah Petty and Tayla Williams were all 
selected to play for Australia in the Fast5 World Series in 
Christchurch, New Zealand.

national categorised sasi athletes
Podium
Athletes who have won a medal at the latest pinnacle 
event (World Cup or Commonwealth Games) in the 
previous 24 months:

• Sarah Klau

Podium Potential
Athletes that could progress to a medal performance at 
the next World Cup and/or Commonwealth Games:

• Matilda Garrett
• Maddy Proud
• Maddy Turner

Category 4 Developing
Athletes in the 21/U national squad, athletes selected in 
the 19/U national squad and/or identified as developing 
athletes by the national selectors: 

• Jessie Grenvold (Contax Netball Club)
• Lauren Frew (Matrics Netball Club)
• Molly Watson (Contax Netball Club)

Category 5 Emerging
An athlete who has been identified as being capable of 
progressing to developing in the next 4 years:

• Aaleya Turner (Matrics Netball Club)
• Kayla Graham (Contax Netball Club)
• Lucy Denton (Garville Netball Club)
• Lucy Voyvodic (Matrics Netball Club)
• Poppy Scholz (Oakdale Netball Club)
• Sophie Casey (Matrics Netball Club)
• Tabitha Packer (Contax Netball Club)

SASI Scholarship Talent
SASI Temporary Athlete Agreement, but are currently not 
national categorised:

• Brooke Irlam (Garville Netball Club)
• Kalli Cook-Shackles (Oakdale Netball Club)
• Sienna Burns (Newton Jaguars Netball Club)

South Australian 
sports institute (SASI)

11 south australians selected in the australian 
national pathways squads for 2023-24
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national squads
2023 Diamonds Squad
• Matilda Garrett
• Sarah Klau
• Maddy Proud
• Maddy Turner

2023 australian development Squad 
south australian athletes
• Georgie Horjus (Adelaide Thunderbirds)
• Lucy Austin (Matrics/Adelaide Thunderbirds)
• Matilda Garrett (Adelaide Thunderbirds) 
• Tayla Williams (Adelaide Thunderbirds)

2023 21/U National Squad 
south australian athletes
• Jessie Grenvold (Contax Netball Club)
• Georgie Horjus (Adelaide Thunderbirds)

2023 19/U National Squad 
South Australian athletes
• Sophie Casey (Matrics Netball Club)
• Kaili Cook-Shakles (Oakdale Netball Club)
• Lucy Denton (Garville Netball Club)
• Kayla Graham (Contax Netball Club)
• Tabitha Packer (Contax Netball Club)
• Lucy Voyvodic (Matrics Netball Club)

2023 17/U National Squad 
South Australian athletes
• Annelise Janssen (Garville Netball Club)
• Jemma Kelly (Metro Jets Netball Club)
• Zalii Reid (Willunga Netball Club)
• Poppy Scholz (Oakdale Netball Club)
• Summer Smith (Loxton Netball Club)
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* Left the position during 2022/23 or ^ Parental leave during 2022/23

Executive
Chief Executive Officer 

Bronwyn Klei
Executive Assistant 

Julie-Ann Brunnthaler* & Cindy Davies

Netball
General Manager - Netball 

Erin Haines^* Brian Lines 
Pathways Manager 

Roz Fraser
Pathways Coordinator 

Megan Harper* & Sonja Davies
Pre-elite Pathways Coordinator 

Heidi Sandison
Development Manager 

Hanna Heptinstall*
Development Coordinator 

Lucy Herde* & Joshua de Heus
Development Coordinator 

Shelley Enders
Development Coordinator 

Caleb Barnden
Development Coordinator 

Caitlin Sullivan

Commercial, membership & Ticketing
General Manager - Commercial 

Lauren Sherman
Commercial Account Manager 

Carrie Bishop
Partnerships Coordinator 

Kristin Bowen
Membership & Ticketing Manager 

Sevanah Waterman
Membership & Ticketing Coordinator 
Sevanah Waterman^ & Allyce Blight

Adelaide Thunderbirds
High Performance Manager 

Pitre Bourdon
Adelaide Thunderbirds and Southern Force 

Operations Manager 
Kate Harkness* & Louise Broadbridge
Adelaide Thunderbirds Head Coach 

Tania Obst
Adelaide Thunderbirds Assistant Coach 

Cathy Fellows
Adelaide Thunderbirds Assistant Coach 

Tracey Neville*

Performance Analyst 
Jade Traynor

Strength and Conditioning Coach 
Matthew Evans

Athlete Engagement and Wellbeing Lead 
Louise Bawden

Corporate Services
General Manager - Corporate Services 

Nicole Fishers* & Michelle McClintock
Finance Coordinator 

Debbie Green
Finance Assistant 

Blake Davies
Receptionist & Admin Officer 

Jan Hesketh
Receptionist & Admin Officer 

Poppy Craig

Marketing, communications & events
General Manager - Marketing, Communications & Events 

Teneille Kleinitz^ & Dan Demaria
Events Manager 
Kelly Sandona

Media & Communications Manager 
Emmalie Balnaves-Gale

Graphic Design & Communications Coordinator 
Annabel Collins

Video & Digital Content Coordinator 
Christopher Adams

STadium
General Manager - Stadium Operations 

Sharon Stephens
Venue Manager 
Trevor Anderson

Stadium Operations Team Lead 
John Khammash

Stadium Operations Team Lead 
Josh Linklater

Food & Beverage Coordinator 
Renae Bent

Stadium Maintenance 
Elias Khammash
Venue Assistant 

Benjamin Catt
Duty Manager & Stadium Coordinator 

Astrid Schupelius*

staff
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Stadium
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Netball SA Stadium hosted several events in 2023 
across the sport, recreation, entertainment, and event 
landscapes. Netball SA continued to work with user groups 
to host diverse content whilst maintaining a safe and 
inclusive environment for all.  
The SSN season returned with the stadium hosting six 
sold out Adelaide Thunderbirds matches. The first home 
game of the season presented challenges as the stadium 
lost power during the match, causing the game to be 
suspended at half-time. However, the remainder of the 
season was a success as fans watched their Thunderbirds 
go on to be crowned SSN Premiers.
The Hospital Research Foundation Group Premier 
League, City Night Division, Adelaide Metropolitan Netball 
Division, Masters, and Men’s & Mixed competitions all 
allowed netball to shine within the purpose-built facility. 
Participant numbers continued to rise, particularly 
throughout the City Night Division, as netballers of all ages 
descended on the stadium.
Netball SA also hosted several diverse School Sport netball 
carnivals, allowing emerging talent to participate as part of 
their school activities.
In 2023, the stadium also welcomed 10 external (non-
netball) events to the venue. These new events highlighted 

the venue’s diverse capabilities whilst increasing visitation 
and utilisation numbers.
The stadium hosted three Cultural Dance Garbas as well 
as a concert for a traditional Bollywood/Pakastani artist as 
part of an Australian tour.
Netball SA welcomed the return of CheerCon and Aussie 
Gold - two major Cheer and Dance organisations that host 
competitions across Australia. The competitions held at 
the stadium are a platform for SA groups to qualify for 
international competitions held in a range of countries 
each year.
The stadium car park supported the Royal Agricultural 
and Horticultural Show by successfully providing the 
space for a shuttle service to run to and from the Adelaide 
Showgrounds during September.
Netball SA would like to thank all the associations, clubs 
and organisations that select Netball SA Stadium as their 
training and event venue of choice. We would also like 
to thank our external contractors who continue to make 
the stadium a safe and welcoming venue for all. We look 
forward to continuing to welcome our netball family back 
to the courts and many new visitors to the venue in the 
year ahead.

netball sa stadium
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Netball SA’s 2023 events calendar commenced with 
the Adelaide Thunderbirds Season Launch, celebrated 
with the club’s key stakeholders where athletes were 
presented with their official playing dress.

Fan Day was held the following Sunday at Netball SA 
Stadium, as the Thunderbirds hosted the NSW Swifts in 
front of almost 2,000 fans and spectators.

The Adelaide Thunderbirds also held a home First 
Nations Round against West Coast Fever in Round 
11, which saw the launch of a new First Nations Dress 
design, created in collaboration between First Nations 
artist Shane Cook and Netball SA’s SAASTA Students.

The final home game of 2023 was Round 13 at the 
Adelaide Entertainment Centre on Saturday June 10 in 
front of a record-breaking sold-out crowd.

The annual Country Championships event returned 
that same weekend as thousands descended on 
Netball SA Stadium for the largest netball event on the 
state’s calendar.

The Adelaide Thunderbirds celebrated their 2023 
premiership season with team presentations on Sunday 
9 July, the day after their grand final win.

Celebrations continued the following day for the 2023 
End of Season Celebration that saw over 1,000 members 
and supporters at Netball SA Stadium to congratulate the 
team on their premiership win.

Netball’s night of nights was held on Friday 29 September 
at Hilton Adelaide as the Netball SA Awards Gala returned 
to celebrate all levels of netball in South Australia.

In conjunction with SA Nunga Netball, Netball SA hosted 
the 2023 Nunga Netball Carnival in October at Netball 
SA Stadium. The carnival included the attendance of 
Her Excellency, The Honourable Frances Adamson AC 
and newly appointed First Nations Engagement Lead for 
Netball Australia, Ali Tucker-Munro.

To close out an enormous year of events, Netball SA 
hosted the 2023 Australian Masters Games at Netball SA 
Stadium from Sunday October 8 to Saturday October 
14 as 500 competitors from across Australia and New 
Zealand participated in the week-long tournament. 

netball sa events
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Netball SA secured various grant funding in the 
2023 financial year, benefitting affiliated clubs and 
associations across the state.

Community Recreation and Sport Facilities Program

Five netball associations and clubs received funding 
through the Community Recreation and Sport Facilities 
Program: Loxton North Netball Club, Port Lincoln 
Netball Association, Hope Valley Netball Club, Woodside 
Warriors Netball Club, and the Barossa Council.

Highlights 

• Lyndoch Recreation Park in Barossa to fund 
construction and upgrades including netball 
changerooms and clubrooms

• Funding allowed resurfacing projects across 13 courts

Active State Collaboration Program

SASMA partnered with Netball SA to develop and deliver 
education programs that will provide concussion-based 
training, thanks to funding through the Active State 
Collaboration Program.

Active Inclusions partnered with Netball SA to develop 
training modules, club resources, policy templates, 
training sessions, and social media awareness to address 
barriers for the effects of menstruation in sport.

Active Club Program

42 clubs and associations received funding through 
the Active Club Program to support them in developing 
programs and services that promote active recreation.

Performance Pathways Grant

Netball SA secured funding through the Performance 
Pathways Grant to assist in elevating its high 
performance pathways to better support SA netballers 
achieve their potential.

Having the capacity to provide these key support 
services for elite athlete pathways in South Australia 
will assist targeted athletes in their endeavours to attain 
national representation. These services will be provided 
under the direction/supervision of experienced, qualified 
Adelaide Thunderbirds/Netball SA staff.

GRANTS
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21,300

67,000

6,910

53,700

40,033

10,420

Netball SA’s Marketing and Communications arm 
continued to promote the sport in South Australia and 
beyond, from grassroots to the elite level in 2023.

Key campaigns and communications supported the 
Netball SA, Adelaide Thunderbirds, The Hospital 
Research Foundation Group Premier League and Netball 
SA Stadium brands.

Membership and ticketing for the Adelaide Thunderbirds 
were supported by the ‘Dare to Dream’ campaign, which 
focused on the side’s potential in 2023 and celebrated 
the club as a place where netball dreams come true for 
the Pink Army both on and off the court.

The campaign was integrated across owned, earned 
and paid digital advertising and media, as well as 
radio and outdoor thanks to partnerships with SAFM 
and JC Decaux.

As a result, all six home games at Netball SA Stadium 
were played in front of sold-out crowds and a record 
2,300 memberships were sold as the stadium reached its 
full capacity.

The Adelaide Entertainment Centre marquee match was 
a key priority once again, and for the first time in over a 
decade, the club sold out the AEC as the Thunderbirds 
played in front of over 9,000 Members and fans.

MARKETING AND COMMUNICATIONS

digital following

19% increase

11% increase

32% increase

27.8% increase

On the back of a sell-out season and record-breaking 
membership, the South Australian government 
announced it would support the club in hosting all seven 
homes at the Adelaide Entertainment Centre in 2024 to 
foster its ongoing growth.

Netball SA’s partnership with Newscorp’s live streaming 
arm KommunityTV grew once again as the company 
live-streamed the Nunga Netball Carnival for the 
first time and continued its coverage of the Hospital 
Research Foundation Premier League and the Country 
Championships event.

Ongoing advertising of the Adelaide Thunderbirds 
school holiday clinics experienced a positive return on 
investment, with participation numbers increasing to 
1640 overall and July recording record numbers with 719 
– a 35% increase on the existing record from July 2022.

Netball SA’s marketing and communications arm 
continued to build on its digital strategy established in 
2022 to elevate exposure across owned channels.

As a result, the footprint for Adelaide Thunderbirds and 
Netball SA digital channels experienced a significant 
combined growth increase of 20%.

Media opportunities were optimised across the business 
including television, digital, radio, print and broadcast as 
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Adelaide Thunderbirds Membership

The Adelaide Thunderbirds reached record membership 
numbers in 2023 as the Pink Army grew from 1,705 to 
2,330 – a significant 27% increase and testament to the 
club’s success.

We launched our Dare to Dream membership and ticketing 
campaign, which went on to underpin a broader marketing 
campaign as the Thunderbirds entered their first finals 
series in 10 years.

When the side secured their place in the Grand Final, 
members of the Pink Army travelled to Melbourne to watch 
their team secure the club’s first premiership since 2013.

We would like to thank our Members and broader Pink 
Army for their unwavering support and passion. It was 
particularly special to celebrate a premiership with our 
most loyal supporters.

Commercial

2,330
adelaide 
thunderbirds 
members

27% increase 
from 2022
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In 2023, we celebrated a historic season with our 
commercial partners – a mix of long-standing 
partnerships and new additions to our Netball SA and 
Adelaide Thunderbirds family.

We welcomed Cobb’s Hill Estate winery as our official 
wine partner, which saw us launch the Cobb’s Hill 
Deck corporate hospitality experience at the Adelaide 
Entertainment Centre.

We re-launched the Netball SA Community Lottery, with 
the support of Mazda, with 100+ clubs taking part to raise 
$70,000+ funds for local netball clubs across our state.

The Woolworths Community Grants were established, 
with Tango Netball Club receiving an $8,000 cash grant. 
Woolworths also continued their support of the SA 
Rubies in the Marie Little Shield competition.

We launched a campaign against brain cancer, in 
collaboration with The Hospital Research Foundation 
Group and a special Adelaide Thunderbirds member, 
raising almost $10,000 for cancer research.

With a vision to enrich lives, enhance communities 
and inspire generations, our partnerships continued to 
provide a vehicle for us to help build sustainable netball 
clubs across the state and ultimately, contribute to 
participation growth in our state.

We thank our partners for their unwavering support of 
netball in South Australia and look forward to continuing 
to grow together, as we step into an exciting future, 
with the Adelaide Thunderbirds’ move to the Adelaide 
Entertainment Centre.

This move for the next three years allows us to triple 
our reach and provides an opportunity to take the great 
game of netball to new audiences.

our partnersAdelaide Thunderbirds  
ticketing and match day attendance

Adelaide Thunderbirds broadcast

Over 26,500 people attended Adelaide Thunderbirds 
home games in 2023 as the club experienced a 15% 
increase from 2022.

The Pink Army packed the stands at the club’s six 
matches at Netball SA Stadium and the marquee match 
at the Adelaide Entertainment Centre recorded our 
highest ever Super Netball game attendance, with 9,000 
through the doors.

In Round 7, we celebrated our inaugural Multicultural 
Round and, as part of a league-wide initiative, Inclusion 
Round was introduced for Round 8 which saw the Giants 
host the Thunderbirds for a celebration of Pride.

The 2023 SSN Grand Final between the Thunderbirds and 
the NSW Swifts saw the highest SSN crowd in history, 
with 9,622 in attendance at John Cain Arena.

total attendance across 
seven home games

attended the Adelaide Entertainment 
Centre match (highest crowd of any 
Adelaide Thunderbirds SSN home game)

7
26,500
9,000

suncorp super netball games 
hosted in adelaide

The Adelaide Thunderbirds were the second highest 
viewed team of 2023 as our viewership reached 750,000+ 
viewers across the season.

The rise meant a 51% increase in viewership from 2022 
as Super Netball entered its second year of its five-year 
broadcast deal with Foxtel Group.

Our 2023 Grand Final victory over the Swifts attracted 
197K+ viewers, a 15% increase year-on-year.
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Netball in South Australia continued to build 
momentum following a few difficult years as the sport 
was impacted by interruptions. This year, the Board 
and Executive team focused on delivering strategic 
objectives including growth in participation, a Suncorp 
Super Netball Premiership and increased facility 
hire. Despite this momentum, 2023 was financially 
challenging, particularly due to rising inflation and a 
challenging sponsorship climate. 

Despite much hard work, the increased on-court 
success failed to translate into increased sponsorship 
revenue, which reported a decrease due to the 
loss of a major sponsor. This, combined with the 
difficult sponsorship climate and uncertainty that 
surrounded SSN player contracting impacted Netball 
South Australia’s ability to maximise commercial 
opportunities and report an overall profit.

Unfortunately, expenditure increased at a greater rate 
than revenue due to rising inflation and the Board’s 
decision to invest in key areas of the business including 

operating 
performance

participation and high performance. Stadium repairs 
and maintenance also required investment as the 
infrastructure continues to age. Costs will continue to 
be managed through embedding a sustainable business 
model into the future.

In summary, while the year was filled with on-court 
triumph and participation growth, the organisation 
navigated a financially challenging year. Netball South 
Australia recorded an operating deficit of $442,232 
before interest, taxation, depreciation, and amortisation 
(EBITDA). Importantly, the financial result was managed 
within the reserves that exist. 

Despite this, the financial position of Netball South 
Australia at 30 September 2023 remains healthy. The 
organisation has no current borrowings and strong 
liquidity and cash reserves remain stable.  

Netball South Australia remains committed to delivering 
the 2023-2026 Strategic Plan and embedding a 
sustainable business model to strengthen the financial 
position of the organisation. 



52  //  NETBALL SA ANNUAL REPORT 2023



 NETBALL SA ANNUAL REPORT 2023  //   53



54  //  NETBALL SA ANNUAL REPORT 2023



 NETBALL SA ANNUAL REPORT 2023  //   55



56  //  NETBALL SA ANNUAL REPORT 2023



 NETBALL SA ANNUAL REPORT 2023  //   57



58  //  NETBALL SA ANNUAL REPORT 2023



 NETBALL SA ANNUAL REPORT 2023  //   59



60  //  NETBALL SA ANNUAL REPORT 2023



 NETBALL SA ANNUAL REPORT 2023  //   61



62  //  NETBALL SA ANNUAL REPORT 2023



 NETBALL SA ANNUAL REPORT 2023  //   63



64  //  NETBALL SA ANNUAL REPORT 2023



 NETBALL SA ANNUAL REPORT 2023  //   65



66  //  NETBALL SA ANNUAL REPORT 2023



 NETBALL SA ANNUAL REPORT 2023  //   67



68  //  NETBALL SA ANNUAL REPORT 2023



 NETBALL SA ANNUAL REPORT 2023  //   69



70  //  NETBALL SA ANNUAL REPORT 2023



 NETBALL SA ANNUAL REPORT 2023  //   71

Netball South Australia
Netball SA Stadium, 155 Railway Terrace,  
Mile End South SA 5031
(08) 8238 0500
info@netballsa.asn.au
sa.netball.com.au


