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from the Chair

Graeme Gilbert 
Chair 
Netball SA

What another unique year! Although 2021 still presented 
its challenges, I was so pleased to see so many netballers 
get back on the courts this year. After a tough 2020, it 
was a joy to see our game return to a strong position, 
allowing our competitions and events to thrive once 
again.

Pathways
The strength of the Netball SA pathway was evident once 
again in 2021, highlighted when 13 South Australian 
athletes were named in the Australian 17U and 19U 
squads. In addition, Maisie Nankivell, Georgie Horjus 
and Sasha Glasgow were named in the Australian 
Development Squad while Maddy Proud and Sarah Klau 
were named in the Australian Diamonds Squad.

In the umpiring space, I must congratulate Rebecca 
Fergusson who made her SSN debut in 2021, umpiring 
alongside fellow South Australian and good friend 
Georgina Sulley-Beales.

Financial position 
Our financial position continues to improve, albeit 
slowly. Whilst our operating result has improved from 
last year, it has again been improved by a grant from the 
State Government and JobKeeper funding.

We have worked hard to monitor costs and restructure 
the business with a view to having improved and 
profitable operations moving forward. Whilst we are still 
not out of the woods just yet, there are some positive 
signs, especially with our cash flow, as we move into the 
new financial year.

Our support network 
I would like to thank our Board for the role you have all 
played in bettering our game – it’s been a privilege to 
serve alongside you all. I would like to acknowledge Nick 
Redin who was elected in February this year, taking over 
from Leeanne Grantham. Thank you Leeanne for your 
service to netball over the past four years.

Thank you to our many volunteers, you know that you 
are at the heart of our game and we are forever grateful 
for everything you do to keep netball strong.

Thank you to members of the Audit and Risk Committee, 
Foundation Division Committees and Country 
Championships Organising Committee and our Council 
Delegates. These jobs are never easy, let along during 
a global pandemic. Your resilience and passion for our 
game has certainly shone through.

Thank you to the staff of Netball SA and our CEO 
Bronwyn Klei. You have all felt the challenges over the 
past year and worked tirelessly to deliver elite events 
and competitions for our communities across the state.

And finally, I would like to thank our netball community 
at all levels across South Australia. Our passion and unity 
is what keeps our game strong and I look forward to 
watching you all thrive for years to come.

20 years of service
As I complete my final report as Chair of Netball SA, I 
can honestly say that I have enjoyed every minute of my 
journey. It has been an honour and a privilege to serve 
on the Netball SA Board for the past 20 years, with the 
last 13 years as leader of this organisation.

I would like to sincerely thank our members for 
entrusting me with this honour for such a long period of 
time.

There have been many highlights over the years, but 
some that stand out most to me are:

•	 Seeing the Country Championships event evolve into 
the state’s biggest netball event.

•	 The Adelaide Thunderbirds’ premierships will always 
hold a special place in my heart and as a passionate 
umpire advocate, having two South Australian 
umpires officiate in the SSN this season was certainly 
a proud moment, and

•	 Winning the underage National Championships – 
these wins are very rewarding for all concerned and 
confirm our strong pathway programs.

But most of all, it’s the people I’ve met and worked with 
along the way who have made my time with Netball 
SA so rewarding. We have so many wonderful people 
involved in our great sport, from grassroots to the elite, 
and I have no doubt our game is in good hands going 
forward.

I look forward to watching on as our game continues to 
grow, our stadium gets the major overhaul that it needs, 
and the young talented Adelaide Thunderbirds squad 
play in finals in 2022.

Graeme Gilbert 
Chair  
Netball SA

After a tough 2020, 
it was a joy to see 
our game return to 
a strong position. 
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Bronwyn Klei 
Chief Executive Officer 
Netball SA

from the ceo
2021 has only 
solidified my faith 
in the power of 
netball to uplift 
and strengthen 
our communities in 
times of need. 

In what has been yet another challenging year for our 
sport, 2021 has only solidified my faith in the power 
of netball to uplift and strengthen our communities in 
times of need. 

Once again, it was netball people who proved that their 
passion and commitment is the lifeblood of our game. 

Despite the difficulties, we have plenty to celebrate from 
2021 and I was proud to see so many netballers back on 
court.

Community Netball
Community netball thrived once again as clubs and 
associations across our state returned to the courts after 
a disrupted 2020. 

We saw the return of the Country Championships, which 
attracted its highest participation of the last 15 years and 
welcomed U11s for the first time.

Live streaming was a highlight from this year, with 
history-making streams for the Country Championships, 
Academy Games and Premier League.

At the Academy Games, we proudly welcomed the 
SAASTA Aboriginal Netball Academy to compete for the 
first time.

Our community well and truly embraced the launch 
of our Walking Netball competition, which saw many 
former netballers reconnect with the game they love.

We were also proud to host our largest ever Adelaide 
Thunderbirds school holiday clinics, which are 
blossoming each year.

Amid all the good news, we were disappointed to see the 
2021 National Championships and the Marie Little Shield 
cancelled once again due to the pandemic.

However, we look forward to our 17U and 19U State 
Teams and our SA Rubies having the chance to defend 
their respective titles once again in 2022.

Suncorp Super Netball
After the Queensland Hub in 2020, what a joy it was to 
have six home games for our Adelaide Thunderbirds this 
season!

We were so pleased to reward our amazing members 
and the Pink Army for their ongoing passion and loyalty 
with live netball after so many missed out last year. I 
cannot thank you all enough for the unwavering support 
you have shown our club in recent years.

In the pre-season, we were proud to take the SSN 
to regional South Australia for the first time as the 
Thunderbirds hosted the West Coast Fever in Berri 
– a huge thank you to the Berri Netball Club and the 
Berri-Barmera Council for their invaluable support in 
delivering a wonderful event.

We hosted our largest Fan Day ever and recorded our 
highest membership numbers across the last three 
years.

The Indigenous Round was another incredibly special 
game for our club and recorded our highest-ever 
viewership numbers for an Adelaide Thunderbirds SSN 
match.

Taking the Thunderbirds to the Adelaide Entertainment 
Centre on the June long weekend during the  Country 
Champs was another personal highlight for 2021. It was 
amazing to see so many country netballers fill the stands 
for what became a night so many of us will never forget. 
In front of our highest-ever crowd for a Thunderbirds 
SSN game, I was delighted to see our athletes defeat the 
eventual premiers the Swifts at our home away from 
home.

Of course, all of this took place with COVID-19 continually 
threatening the season. In one week, our Thunderbirds 
went from playing a normal home and away season, to 
preparing to be a national netball hub, to relocating to 
Queensland to finish the season. 

At the same time, Netball SA Stadium went from hosting 
a double header with four interstate teams one weekend 
to becoming a COVID-19 testing site the next. 

So thank you to everyone who worked so diligently 
behind the scenes to keep us on track.

Thank You
Our successes would simply not happen without the 
support of our community, from our members to our 
coaches, umpires, bench officials and of course our 
volunteers. Thank you for everything you do for our 
game - netball would not be able to thrive without you.

Thank you to our Board for your tireless work to better 
our game and a special thank you to our longstanding 
Chair Graeme Gilbert who will conclude his many years 
of service this February. Graeme’s love for netball is 

undeniable and he has given so much to this sport over 
the years. We cannot thank him enough and we look 
forward to still having him around our great community.

To our partners, thank you for your continued support 
of netball across South Australia, from grassroots right 
through to the elite. We have loved working with you 
again in 2021 and look forward to what we can achieve 
in 2022. 

I must make a special shoutout to the members of our 
country netball community. With 37 associations across 
the state, netball’s grassroots truly do grow deep within 
regional SA and we never forget our roots.

We have an exciting year ahead, with 2022 bringing 
significant progress on our $18 million stadium 
redevelopment, as well as progression on plans for the 
South Australia Sports Institute to relocate to Mile End.

Once again, thank you to all who have dedicated their 
time to growing our sport over the past year and I look 
forward to taking netball further again in 2022 with you 
all.

Take care,

Bronwyn Klei 
Chief Executive Officer 
Netball SA
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Chair

Graeme Gilbert 
Feb 2001 – 2008 (Director) 
Feb 2009 – Present (Chair)

director

Megan Carter 
Aug 2016 — present 

director

Glenn Docherty 
Feb 2012 — present 

director

Leeanne Grantham 
Jun 2017 — Feb 2021 

director

Nick Redin 
Feb 2021 — Present 

director

Steve Olech 
Feb 2016 — present 

director

Caroline Phillips 
Feb 2018 — present 

director

Michelle Pole 
Feb 2018 — present 

director

Chris Wood 
Feb 2020 — Present 

board of directors Volunteers
Netball SA extends its sincere thanks to the volunteers 
across our netball community.

Volunteers are truly the heartbeat of our sport. From 
grassroots to the Adelaide Thunderbirds and the 
Netball SA Board, our volunteers provide invaluable and 
generous support to help our sport thrive. 

In recognition of National Volunteers Week, Adelaide 
Thunderbirds volunteers were celebrated as part of the 
club’s Round 4 SSN match. 

In 2021, we were proud to further recognise our 
volunteers through the launch of the Netball SA 
Volunteer of the Year Award (presented by HCF) for both 
the metro and regional communites. These awards were 
presented as part of the inaugural Netball SA Awards 
Gala. 

For their significant contributions, Helen Cutler from 
Seaford Storm Netball Club was awarded the metro 
award, while Beverley Nolan of the Western Districts 
Netball Club took out the country award. 

director

Julianne Cirson 
Feb 2019 — present 

Welcome Nick

Volunteer of the Year (Metro) 
Helen Cutler (Seaford Storm Netball Club) 

Volunteer of the Year (Country)
Beverley Nolan (Western Districts Netball Club) 
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468

2021 snapshot strategic pillars

customer
centric

financial 
stability

strengthen 
the game

adelaide
thunderbirds

national 
 success

making netball 
a place where 
people thrive 

and grow

stadiumgovernment 
investment

strong 
voice

 Netball sa stadium

600,000+
visits to netball sa stadium 

32,850
netball sa members affiliated  

associations/
divisions

37 322
affiliated clubs 
within those 
associations/
divisions

athletes in the  
Academy Program

students participated 
in thunder cup

players participated 
in premier league

186

330
240

Children participated 
 in NetSetGO

4,972

Adelaide Thunderbirds School 
Holiday Clinics participants

1,482

28%

24
18

increase in sporting 
schools participants

athletes selected in 
17/u and 19/u state teams

SAASTA* students 
graduated from the 
Aboriginal Netball Academy 

South Australian umpire debut in 
the SSN. The first time two South 
Australians have been contracted 
to the league at the same time. 

Cumulative TV 
audience for Adelaide 
thunderbirds games

members and supporters attended 
adelaide thunderbirds’ six home games

574,000

16 13south australian athletes 
contracted to a suncorp 
super netball team as players 
or training partners

adelaide thunderbirds members

1,473

19,022

coaching  
accreditations  
awarded

Umpires received 
a national badge

2 bench officials awarded national 
Bench Official Accreditations

second

134

2South Australians 
named in Australian 
17/U & 19/U squads

South Australians 
named in the 2020/21 
Diamonds Squads

*South Australian Aboriginal Sports Training Academy 
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life members

Vale barbara ‘barb ‘  
helen martin

1941	 Lorna Ryan*

1945	 Gwen Patterson (Benzie)*

1946	 Greta Crane*

1946	 Clara Rankin*

1946	 Anne Stanton*

1946	 Alice Spilsbury*

1952	 Mary White*

1952	 Mavis Nunn*

1954	 Selena Pomeroy*

1954	 Jeanette Hargrave*

1954	 Merle Oldham (Potter)*

1954	 Joy Sheridan (Dundon)*

1956	 Fay Dumont*

1958	 Marcia Gray (Hepworth)*

1958	 Lois Quarrell*

1959	 Mavis Buckingham (Scott)*

1959	 Millie Cakebread*

1959	 Alice Rice*

1959	 Dawn White

1961	 Muriel Wallace*

1961	 Glenda West*

1961	 Gertrude Law*

1964	 Margaret Cahill*

1968	 Pauline Harrison*

1968	 Iris Rodgers*

1968	 Avis Boyce*

1969	 Sylvia McCubbin*

1973	 Daphne Todd*

1975	 Elizabeth Slarks*

1975	 Shirley Cox

1975	 Joan Horner*

1976	 Chris Burton

1977	 Jocelyn Bayly

1980	 Robin Smith

1982	 Nadia Marmach*

1983	 Betty Fisher*

1984	 Patricia Courtney

1984	 Jan Summers

1987	 Lorne Sutherland*

1987	 Jeanette Fryar

1987	 Yvonne Battersby

1989	 Valerie Wright

1990	 Margaret Angove

1990	 Bronwyn Roberts

1992	 Marlene Pressley

1993	 Yolanda Cannizzaro

1993	 Barbara Martin*

1995	 Raechel May*

1995	 Marlene Lang

1999	 John Belton*

1999	 Nathalie McRae*

2000	Wendy Gambling

2002	 Ron Blake*

2004 	Pam Brown

2006	Jackie Blyth

2006	Jan Sutherland

2012	 Lee-Anne Cummins

2013	 Allan Wright

2019	 Dawn Reid

2020	 Ros Collins

Netball SA’s Life Membership is awarded for outstanding 
voluntary service on a state level in the areas of playing, 
coaching, umpiring and/or administration.  

We are forever grateful to all the Life Members who have 
dedicated themselves to the service of our sport.

In 2021, the Netball SA community was deeply saddened 
by the passing of Life Member, Barbara Martin who gave 
so much to our sport and will be fondly remembered by 
her netball family. 

*Deceased

Strengthen
the game
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Membership

netball sa participation growth 

suncorp NetsetGO Associations and divisions
In 2021, the Stakeholder Relations team evolved into the 
Development Team, with the dual dedicated focus of 
both growing the game and supporting members. 

Following the impact of COVID-19 on the 2020 season, 
all 37 associations were able to return to competition. 
As the pandemic continued to cause upheaval for 
community sport, Netball SA continued to support 
members through the disruptions and restrictions that 
challenged the 2021 season, as well as preparing for 
potential ongoing interruptions. 

Netball SA’s fortnightly ‘The Game Plan’ newsletter, 
created especially for associations and clubs, 
continued to provide content on governance, funding 
opportunities, products and pathways and club 
development.

Council Meetings returned to their regular face-to-face 
format, with virtual attendance remaining an option 
for those unable to be physically present. In addition, 
Regional Networking Sessions were introduced as a 
way of facilitating interactions and information sharing 
among Netball SA’s regional associations. 

Over the course of the year, the Development team 
visited nine regions across the state to offer support 
during the 2021 season. This included the Berri 
pre-season match and clinics with the Adelaide 
Thunderbirds, as well as trips to Port Lincoln, Mount 
Gambier, Port Pirie, Kadina, Great Southern, Southern 
Hills and Central Ranges. 

As part of the latest stage of the national digital 
transformation project, Netball SA affiliated 
organisations commenced the transition from MyNetball 
to PlayHQ. Netball SA’s associations and clubs received 
dedicated support from the state’s Netball Australia 
Program Change Coordinator to help facilitate the move. 
As part of an initial pilot, summer associations were the 
first to transition, with winter associations commencing 
their onboarding ready for 2022.

Suncorp NetSetGO is a national product, providing 
children between the ages of 5-10 years an opportunity to 
progressively develop netball skills.

In 2021, South Australia had 196 centres, including 15 
new centres. A total of 4,972 participants registered to a 
Net, Set or GO program. The 2021 program recorded a 
46% growth in participants.  

NetSetGO on-court activations were held at three of 
the Adelaide Thunderbirds’ home games, with a total 
of 60 program participants involved across the season. 
Piccadilly Netball Club participated in the season opener 
and Mundulla Netball Club, of Adelaide Thunderbird 
Maisie Nankivell’s hometown, participated in the Round 
5 Indigenous Round.  The Adelaide Entertainment Centre 
Round 7 match featured Millicent Netball Club – Netball 
SA’s oldest NetSetGO centre, having been aligned with 
the program for 13 years. 

NetSetGO tier Participants Programs

Net (5-7 years) 1,867 112

Set (7-8 years) 488 25

GO (9-10 years) 2,617 137

4,972
196

301

netsetgo
participants

approved netsetgo 
centres

61% increase 
from 2020

16% increase 
from 2020

46% increase 
from 2020

netsetgo 
programs

Adelaide Plains 
President: Stacey Baldry 

Adelaide Metro Netball Division 
President: Peter Mazzachi

Barossa, Light & Gawler 
President: Katrina Frederick

Broken Hill 
President: Parree Cadd

City Night 
President: Di Miles*

Eastern Eyre 
President: Mignon Dunn

Elizabeth 
President: Lois Scaife

Western Eyre (formerly Far West) 
President: Tracey Chandler 

Gawler & Districts 
President: Kylie Forby

Great Flinders 
President: Amii Warner 

Great Southern 
President: Sherryl Rothwell

Hills 
President: Kirsten Hawthorn*

Kadina & Districts 
President: Simon Crosby* 

Kangaroo Island 
President: Alana Hinton

Kowree Naracoorte Tatiara 
President: Tracey Grosser*

Mallee 
President: Belinda Freund*

Mid Hills 
President: Felicity Duffield*

Mid South East 
President: Sara Gray

Mid West 
(Dissolved in 2021)

Mount Gambier 
President: Lisa Rainey*

Murray Bridge 
President: Dot Temby

North Eastern 
President: Abby Walker-Schwartz*

Northern Areas 
President: Jo Seppelt 

Port Augusta 
President: Beaudine Dalla Santa

Port Lincoln 
President: Emma Brewster*

Port Pirie 
President: Sally Johns 

River Murray 
President: Tania Adler 

Riverland 
President: Naomi Campbell*

Riverland Independent 
Presidents: Hayley Shultz* and 
Heidi Roesler*

Roxby Downs 
President: Verity Hollobone 

SA Districts 
President: John Adams

SA Mens & Mixed Netball 
President: Steven McInnes

Southern Hills 
President: Christine Rose*

Southern United 
President: Helen Meynell

Southern Yorke Peninsula 
President: Tricia Harris

Western Border 
President: Jo Gibbs

Whyalla 
President: Rachelle Frigo

Yorke Peninsula 
President: Sue Brown

33,257

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

33,292
34,699

17,960*

32,850

*In a season impacted by COVID-19, this includes those who participated in a 
regular season or modified season. It does not include those that ran adhoc 
carnivals or junior development days

* Denotes new in 2021

32,850
37
322

Netball sa
participants

Affiliated 
 associations/divisions

affiliated clubs within 
those associations/
divisions
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School programs

Netball SA continues to provide opportunities for 
primary and secondary school students throughout 
South Australia to engage in netball, primarily through 
the Sporting Schools Program and Subway Thunder Cup 
competition. 

Sporting Schools
The Sporting Schools program is an Australian 
Government initiative designed to help schools to 
increase children’s participation in sport and to connect 
them with community sporting opportunities. 

Participating school netball programs were held across 
56 primary schools and 15 high schools. 

In 2021, the Sporting Schools program experienced 
exceptional growth of 28%, with 2021 student 
participation increased by 2,273 from 2020. More than 
8,000 students participated in the program overall. 

subway Thunder Cup
Subway Thunder Cup is a participation-based 
competition for schools. The weekly competition, 
delivered in Terms 2 and 3, enables children from Years 
3-7 to play netball and develop their skills. 

The program saw 330 students participating across the 
three age groups, representing a growth of 6%. 

Adelaide Thunderbird athletes connected with players 
across the program, including a special appearance at 
the competition’s Childhood Cancer Awareness Round 
to help raise awareness for the Childhood Cancer 
Association. This was held in support of Subway Thunder 
Cup participant and cancer survivor, Holly Altamura. 

Specialist Schools Program 
In 2021, Netball SA undertook a review of the Specialist 
Schools program. The outcomes of the review will see 
Netball SA rollout a new and improved Specialist School 
program in 2022.

Adelaide 
Thunderbirds 
School Holiday 
Clinics 

In 2021, the Adelaide Thunderbirds School 
Holiday clinics experienced its most successful 
year to date, with 1,482 participants aged 5–13 
years attending a clinic.  

Adelaide Thunderbirds squad athletes 
attended all clinics, providing a great 
opportunity for young South Australian 
netballers to meet and learn from their idols. 

A key focus at the clinics was to keep 
participants engaged with a variety of 
activities to develop their skills and learnings, 
encourage repeat participation and build the 
connection between Adelaide Thunderbirds 
athletes and grassroots participants. 

At the July School Holiday Clinics, a new 
format for the program was introduced with 
the clinics broken into defending, attacking 
and shooting.

The July clinics recorded the highest ever 
participation of any clinic.

1,482

largest

clinic 
participants

25 individual clinics across 
4 School Holiday breaks

ever program 
achieved July 2021 

8,068
330

sporting schools 
participants

thunder cup 
participants

39% increase 
from 2020

28% increase 
from 2020
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With the impact of COVID-19 forcing its cancellation 
in 2020, Netball SA’s Country Championships made 
its triumphant return in 2021. 

Held annually on the June long weekend, the 
competition attracts the best of regional talent from 
across the state to Netball SA Stadium to participate 
in the three-day competition.

More than 1,000 players from over 26 associations 
competed across 101 teams over 526 matches. 

In 2021, the state’s biggest netball event bounced 
back strongly hosting the biggest competition of the 
last 15 years. 

U11s also joined the Country Championships for the 
first time, participating in a one-day competition. 

In another first, The Advertiser live streamed the 
event, bringing the competition to the communities 
of associations and supporters who were unable to 
attend. Covering 101 matches, this was a history-
making live stream event for the media outlet and 
Netball SA.

Port Lincoln took out the Seniors B Grade, while 
Western Border claimed the A Grade title. 

Netball SA extends its sincere thanks to the Country 
Championships Organising Committee for the 
dedication and hard work put into this year’s 
competition. 

Country Championships Organising Committee:
•	 Mary Hewett (Convenor)
•	 Marlene Lang
•	 Naomi Davey
•	 Yolanda Cannizzaro
•	 Tania Adler

Country 
Championships Academy program

Academy games

Netball SA established the Academy Program throughout 
South Australia for talent identified players, coaches and 
umpires to help them reach their potential.

The program aims to decentralise the delivery of 
developmental and high-performance programs to 
South Australian member associations and to develop 
links between the regions, Netball SA and the South 
Australian Sports Institute. 

Nine academies throughout the state participate in the 
program, which is conducted from February to October. 

Netball SA Academies:

•	 Adelaide Academy
•	 Central Ranges Academy
•	 Eyre Academy
•	 Murray Academy
•	 Northern Metropolitan Academy
•	 Northern Regional Academy
•	 South East Academy
•	 Southern Academy
•	 Spencer Academy

As a culmination event for the Netball SA Academy 
Program, the 2021 Academy Games was held at Netball 
SA Stadium from 28 – 30 September. 

The competition provides program participants, 
including the players, coaches and umpires across all 
academies, with a valuable opportunity to showcase 
skills developed through the Netball SA Academy 
Program. 

The three-day event begins with the skills day, before 
two days of competition. 

In 2021, the SAASTA Aboriginal Netball Academy joined 
the competition for the first time.

Murray Academy took out Division 1 of the competition 
and Adelaide Academy came out on top for Division 2.

1,010Players

26

10

regional 
associations

academies

24
40

coaches
and 
umpires

were mentored 
during the event

139

129

27
teams

officials

coaches

12

22

umpires 
received 
national 
badges

umpires

Country Championships winners

A Grade Western Border Netball Association

B Grade Port Lincoln Netball Association

17 and Under 
Division 1 Western Border Netball Association

17 and Under 
Division 2 Northern Areas Netball Association

15 and Under 
Division 1 Western Border Netball Association

15 and Under 
Division 2 Port Lincoln Netball Association

15 and Under 
Division 3 Western Eyre netball association

13 and Under 
Division 1 Hills Netball Association

13 and Under 
Division 2 River Murray Netball Association

13 and Under 
Division 3 Port Pirie Netball Association

academy games winners

Division 1 Murray Academy

Division 2 Adelaide Academy

186

8
51

Players

program 
managers

players 
selected to 
attend 17u 
and 19u state 
team trials
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SAASTA Aboriginal 
netball academy

sa rubies

The South Australian Aboriginal Secondary Training 
Academy (SAASTA) Aboriginal Netball Academy 
provides Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander high 
school students with a unique program of educational 
outcomes and netball development.

The netball component of the academy saw students 
participate in the Foundation Coaching Accreditation, 
Beginner Umpire Workshop, skill development and 
match play opportunities against Henley High School, St 
Mary’s College, SEDA College and Pulteney High School.

SAASTA students also completed subjects that go 
towards their SACE.  Over two years, students can study 
either Stage 2 Sports Science or Aboriginal Studies. They 
can also study a Certificate III VET option such as Sport 
and Recreation, Community Services, or Fitness and 
Hospitality.

In 2021 the program was delivered every Thursday at St 
Clair Recreation Centre during the school year. 

In preparation of the SSN Indigenous Round, SAASTA 
Aboriginal Netball Academy students collaborated with 
local Indigenous artist, Shane Cook to design the 2021 
Adelaide Thunderbirds Indigenous dress. The dress was 
worn on three occasions during the season, aligning 
with the 2021 National Reconciliation Week and NAIDOC 
Week.

SAASTA students also participated in the Indigenous 
dress presentation to the athletes which followed a 
traditional cleansing ceremony.

At the Adelaide Thunderbirds Indigenous Round, held 
in Round 5, SAASTA Aboriginal Netball Academy and 
Kaleteeya Netball Club showcased their talent at the 
event’s curtain raiser. 

Adelaide Thunderbird Matilda Garrett was named 

The South Australian Rubies compete in the One Netball 
Marie Little Shield - named in honour of disability netball 
pioneer, Marie Little OAM. 

First introduced in 2013, the annual tournament provides 
women with an intellectual disability the chance to 
compete at a national level and quickly became a 
highlight of the annual Australia Post One Netball 
calendar.

With trials underway in 2021, South Australia was 
set to defend its 2019 championship title, after the 
impact of COVID-19 forced the cancellation of the 2020 
competition.

Unfortunately, due to the ongoing effects of the 
pandemic across the country at the time, Netball 
Australia and competing member organisations made 
the difficult decision to cancel the competition for a 
second time. 

•	 Kyla Abdullah
•	 Kylah Adams
•	 Deanna Campbell-

Collard 
•	 Lateeya Campbell-

Collard
•	 Chloe Canuto
•	 Lakeisha Cater
•	 Nyqueelah Coleman 
•	 Clarisha Graham

•	 Chloe Henderson
•	 Indiana Mangelsdorf
•	 Tamsyn Nation
•	 Ebony Noack
•	 Kianna Pepall
•	 Emarli Raymond
•	 Jade Richman
•	 Elizabeth Ward
•	 Kamaya Wyatt

2021 Netballer of the Year: Tashani Wyatt
2021 Student of the Year: Kamaya Wyatt 
2021 Coaches Award: Ebony Noack
Head Coach: Danielle Johnson
Apprentice Coach: Akaysha Hill 

 
Coaching and Support Staff
Head Coach: Tricia Crockford
Assistant Coach: Paul Beinke
Team Manager:  Samantha Luck

SAASTA ambassador and participated in skills 
development clinics with the students. 

Students connected with Adelaide Thunderbirds 
Assistant Coach Cathy Fellows who also ran skills 
development clinics with the students. 

In 2021, SAASTA competed in the Netball SA Academy 
Games for the first time. They made their mark on the 
games, finishing in the top half of the competition, 
placing fifth of the ten academies.  

Students celebrated the year at the 2021 SAASTA 
Graduation on 4 November at the Adelaide Convention 
Centre, where Netball SA presented three key awards.

SAASTA Graduating Students

2021 graduation award winners

18 Students graduated 
from the aboriginal 
netball academy

The event was scheduled to be held at Netball Central, 
Sydney Olympic Park from Monday 27 – Tuesday 28 
September 2021. Netball Australia has committed to 
holding the event in NSW in October 2022.

As athletes gathered for the last time in 2021 at Netball 
SA Stadium, they were treated to a surprise from their 
idols, the Adelaide Thunderbirds, with both enjoying 
time on the court together. 
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The Netball SA Premier League is South Australia’s 
pinnacle netball competition, comprising of the state’s 
best talent and emerging stars. 

It provides athletes, coaches, umpires and officials with 
a highly competitive environment in which to further 
develop their skills, and is also an important feeder 
program for national opportunities within the netball 
pathway. 

Following a significantly disrupted 2020 season due to 
COVID-19, the league bounced back strongly with the 
return of the annual Pre-season Tournament held in 
March. 

BarTV Sports joined the league for the first time, live 
streaming all Court 1 games of the minor round and the 
finals series. 2021 was also the first time the Reserves 
Division was live streamed. 

The onset of COVID-19 in South Australia caused a 
temporary break in training and competition with the 
season placed on hold for two weeks in July. 

netball sa premier 
league

240

3

1

8

3

16

clubs

players
umpires received 
national badges

Teams

bench officials 
received an 
Accreditation

coach received 
an elite 
accreditation

Lucy Austin (Matrics)
Premier Division MVP 
(presented by Teamgage): 
Lucy Austin (Matrics)

Reserves Divisions MVP 
(presented by Teamgage): 
Maggie Kerr (South Adelaide)

Club Excellence Award 
(presented by Morton Philips): 
Contax Netball Club

Umpire of the Year  
(presented by FruChocs): 
Daneil Roe

Coach of the Year  
(presented by Woolworth): 
Leanne Eichler (Contax)

Rookie of the Year 
(presented by Fox Creek): 
Lauren Frew (Matrics)

Team of the year (presented by Teamgage)Premier league award winners

Tayla Williams (Contax)

Sophie Croft (Matrics)

Molly Watson (Contax)

Emma Green (Contax)

Goaler Reserve: Jess Paradiso (Tango)
Centre Court Reserve: Casey Bernhardt (Matrics)
Defence Reserve: Chelsea Blackman (Contax)

Chelsea Lemke (Contax)

Imogen Abernethy (Contax)

An elevated 2021 Indigenous Round saw seven clubs 
design Indigenous dresses – with South Adelaide, Metro 
Jets, Newton Jaguars and Tango launching Indigenous 
dresses for the first time. The rounds, which was 
celebrated over both Rounds 5 and 6 were launched with 
a Welcome to Country and ‘meeting place’ formation 
involving all clubs.  

In 2021, Woods Panthers evolved into South Adelaide 
Netball Club, following its partnership with South 
Adelaide Football Club. They made their presence 
known, making their first ever Grand Final appearance 
coming up against Matrics for the Reserves title.  

In a history making bid to claim three championship 
titles in a row, Matrics took out the Reserves Division 
premiership, with a one goal win over South Adelaide. 

Contax finished Minor Premiers of the Premier Division 
and went on to claim the title in a thrilling one goal 
victory over Matrics Netball Club.   

Netball SA lovingly remembers Premier League players 
Ivy-Rose Hughes (Matrics Netball Club) and Charlotte 
Agostino (Oakdale Netball Club), both forever a part of 
the Netball SA family.   premier league  

division winners
Contax Netball Club

premier league reserves 
division winners
Matrics Netball Club

GS

Ga

wa

c

wd

gd

gk

Vale ivy-rose hughes and 
charlotte agostino
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With netball events back in full swing in 2021, an exciting 
South Australian netball calendar provided some unique 
opportunities for coaching development.

Aligned with the Adelaide Thunderbirds’ pre-season 
match in Berri against the West Coast Fever, a back 
bench coaching session provided regional coaches with 
a chance to develop their skills through the interactive 
workshop. 

Later in the season, a second back bench coaching 
session was aligned with the Adelaide Thunderbirds’ 
Adelaide Entertainment Centre marque match against 
the NSW Swifts. 

A Development Course was also aligned with the eve 
of the 2021 Country Championships to increase the 
accessibility of the course to regional coaches. All four 
participants in the pilot program were successful in 
achieving their accreditation. 

2021 recorded a strong participation in the Online 
Foundation, Online Development and Face-to-Face 
Development Course, including the Online Foundation 
Course increasing from 192 to 367 accreditations in 2021. 

With the launch of the inaugural Netball SA Awards 
Gala, the event recognised the Coach of the Year 
- Community (presented by Woolworths) and 
Performance Development Coach of the Year (presented 
by Woolworths). Jake Taylor from Hummocks Netball 
Club and Leanne Eichler from Contax Netball Club 
respectively took out these awards for their significant 
contributions to coaching.  

coaching Officiating

Accreditation  
Level

Number of 
Accreditations

Online Foundation Course 367

Online Development Course 60

Face-to-Face Development 
Course 40

Intermediate Course -

Advanced Course 1

Elite Coach course -

In 2021, Netball SA introduced the Netball SA Academy 
Targeted Umpire Squad (ATUS). The ATUS was created 
with the purpose of developing South Australia’s 
emerging umpires and formed part of Netball SA umpire 
pathway.

ATUS enables umpires to undertake development and 
identified training activities to strengthen umpiring in 
each region. The ATUS is supported by Netball SA and 
the Academy Targeted Umpire Panel which was led by 
Georgina Sulley-Beales. 

South Australian umpire Rebecca Ferguson made her 
SSN debut in Round 11 of the 2021 season. Joining 
Georgina Sulley-Beales in the SSN, this represents the 
first time two South Australian umpires have been 
contracted to the SSN in the same season. 

14-year-old Lucas Gulin joined the Netball SA Premier 
League competition – the youngest member of the 
Premier League Umpire Squad. The achievement marks 
another exciting milestone in Lucas’ progression through 
the Netball SA umpire pathway. At the age of 12 he was 
the youngest South Australian umpire to receive a B 
Badge and continues to travel weekly to both contribute 
to umpiring and receive mentoring to further his 
progress.

Umpiring courses
Foundation Umpires Course (online) 
367 participants

Beginner Umpires Workshop  
7 workshops involving 158 participants

Coloured Shirt Program 
43 centres registered involving 164 participants

Rules of Netball Theory Exam	 		   
144 online exam participants

Umpire Badging Statistics

A Badge 2

B Badge 10

C Badge 122

2021 Officiating Achievements
•	 Daniel Roe named Umpire of the Year - Premier 

League (presented by FruChocs)

•	 Rebecca Ferguson makes her SSN debut in Round 11 – 
second SSN umpire from South Australia and marked 
the first time South Australia had two umpires at SSN 
level at once

•	 Josh Taylor and Renee Reynolds were awarded a 
National A Badge. 

•	 3 umpires were selected to officiate at the 17/U and 
19/U National Netball Championships

•	 87 Regional umpires were tested for a National Badge. 
1 umpire was awarded a National B Badge and 86 
umpires were awarded a National C Badge

164
43

coloured shirt 
program participants

suncorp super netball 
umpiring debut

c badges,  
up from 44 in 2020

coloured shirt 
program centres

23 participants completed the online 
Bench Official Education Course

2

1
122

bench officials were assessed and awarded 
a National Bench Official Accreditation 

11 Coaches in the netball sa 
target coach program

Coach of the Year - community 
 (presented by woolworths) 
Jake Taylor

umpire of the Year - community 
 (presented by FruChocs) 
Debbie Green (Hills Netball Association and Uraidla Netball Club) 
Meg Ryan (South Australian Districts Netball Association and Strikers 
Netball Club)

umpire of the Year - premier league 
 (presented by FruChocs) 
Daniel Roe

performance development coach of 
the year (presented by woolworths) 
Leanne Eichler
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The Adelaide Thunderbirds’ 2021 season was 
marked with several exciting firsts for the club. These 
achievements were particularly special within a season 
that for a second year continued to be affected by the 
impact of COVID-19. 

On 16 April the club hosted the West Coast Fever in a 
pre-season match held in Berri. The event marked the 
first time SSN teams have competed in regional South 
Australia. The sold-out game was followed by clinics 
giving junior netballers a chance to connect with both 
teams. The Adelaide Thunderbirds then hosted the 
Fever at Netball SA Stadium on 18 April in what was the 
club’s biggest Fan Day attendance to date. Following the 
event’s cancellation in 2020, this represented a strong 
return for this valued fan experience.

Despite the continued upheaval COVID-19 caused the 
season, the club was proud to host six of the seven 
planned home games in South Australia – the most of 
any club. South Australia also played host to the four 
NSW and Victorian sides in Round 11 before the league 
relocated to Queensland, where the clubs played out the 
remainder of the season for Rounds 12-14. 

For the third year in a row, the Adelaide Thunderbirds 
placed seventh on the ladder. However, their season 
showcased the exciting player connections that the 
club is continuing to build. Highlights included the win 
over eventual premiers the NSW Swifts in the Adelaide 
Entertainment Centre Round 7 blockbuster - played in 
front of the club’s largest ever SSN crowd. This, along 
with a win over the Sunshine Coast Lightning in Round 
12, marked firsts for the club’s SSN history. 

The Adelaide Thunderbirds celebrated the league’s 
Indigenous Round across Rounds 5 and 6. The 2021 
Indigenous dress design was created through a 
collaboration with local Indigenous artist Shane Cook 
and the SAASTA Aboriginal Netball Academy. Before 

Adelaide Thunderbirds Highlights
•	 SSN clubs played in regional South Australia for the 

first time in Berri pre-season match

•	 Hannah Petty, who came up through the Netball SA 
pathway, was appointed as captain. Shadine van 
der Merwe and Maisie Nankivell rounded out the 
leadership group.

•	 Three new players capped with the club: Matilda 
Garrett (#101), Latanya Wilson (#102), Elle McDonald 
(#103)

•	 Shamera Sterling (Round 7) and Hannah Petty 
(Round 10) celebrated their 50 national league games 
milestone

•	 Shamera Sterling was named GK in the SSN’s Nissan 
Net Points Team of the Year for a third consecutive 
year. 

•	 Matilda Garrett was named ambassador for SAASTA 
Aboriginal Netball Academy.

adelaide 
thunderbirds

Adelaide 
thunderbirds

wearing the dress for the first time, all club players and 
staff participated in a traditional cleansing ceremony at 
Netball SA Stadium. 

Hannah Petty, who came through the Netball SA 
pathway and was co-captain in 2020, was named captain 
for 2021 – the youngest captain in the league. Her impact 
within the club was recognised when she won the 2021 
Spirit Award (presented by Valour).  

After a standout on court performance as an elevated 
training partner in 2020, South Australian talent Georgie 
Horjus was signed as a contracted 10 squad member in 
2021 at just 19 years of age. Her stellar contribution to 
the team throughout the 2021 season was recognised 
when she was crowned Subway Club Champion. 
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leadership group

captain leadership group

Latanya 
wilson

Shadine 
van der merwe

Elle 
Mcdonald

Molly 
Watson

maisie 
nankivell

Tayla 
Williams

Shamera 
Sterling

Georgie 
horjus

Tyler 
orr

Lenize 
potgieter

2021 training partners

2021 adelaide thunderbirds team

Samantha 
Gooden

Chelsea 
Blackman

Hannah 
Petty

Matilda 
Garrett

Adelaide Thunderbirds 2021 Season 
Staff
Head Coach: Tania Obst

Assistant Coach: Cathy Fellows

Mentor Coaches: Nat von Bertouch, Jenny Borlase and 
Sarah Sutter

High Performance Manager: Pitre Bourdon

Senior Operations and Commercial Manager –  
Adelaide Thunderbirds: Teneille Kleinitz/Michelle 
Golley*

Operations Manager: Deborah Kassing

Strength and Conditioning Coach: Jay Collison 

Performance Analyst: Jade Traynor

Athlete Wellbeing and Engagement Lead: Kelly Vennus

Team Doctor: Dr. Duncan Walker

Physiotherapists: Sam Offord and Matt Belton

Dietitian: Olivia Warnes

Mindset Coach: David Steventon

*Maternity leave cover

other South Australian athletes 
contracted to 2021 SSN teams
•	 Sasha Glasgow (West Coast Fever)

•	 Sarah Klau (NSW Swifts)

•	 Maddy Proud (NSW Swifts)

•	 Kate Shimmin (Sunshine Coast Lightning)

•	 Maddy Turner (NSW Swifts)

•	 Nyah Allen (Collingwood Magpies training partner)

•	 Sienna Allen (Sunshine Coast Lightning training 
partner)

•	 Emily Burgess (NSW Swifts training partner)

Lucy 
Austin

2021 Subway club champion 
Georgie Horjus

2021 Members’ player OF THE YEAR 
(presented by Flight Centre) 

Maisie Nankivell

2021 spirit AWARD 
(presented by valour sport) 

Hannah Petty

PLAYERS’ PLAYER  AWARD 
(presented by HCF) 

Shadine van der Merwe
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Southern Force
In 2021, the Australian Netball Championships (ANC) 
was introduced. An evolution of the previous Australian 
Netball League, the program is an integral part of the 
high-performance pathway, providing an important link 
between the Netball SA Premier League and the SSN. 

Netball SA’s Southern Force represents South Australia 
within the ANC competition. 

The 2021 squad was selected following two trial days 
and squad members had the opportunity to participate 
in four training sessions. 

The 2021 national competition was set to be held in 
Traralgon in September, however due to the impact 
of COVID-19 restricting travel for some states, the 
competition was moved to intrastate formats where 
possible.  

Due to the championship cancellation, no final team was 
selected and no captain was appointed.  

The intrastate format saw two Southern Force teams 
participate in a round robin match play day on 12 
September with South Australia’s men’s team, the 
Southern Dragons. 

Matches were filmed for Netball Australia to allow South 
Australian athletes to be viewed by pathway selectors 
and help support participants progression. 

2021 Southern Force Squad 
•	 Kelly Altmann ^

•	 Lucy Austin * 

•	 Casey Bernhardt

•	 Chelsea Blackman *

•	 Sophie Casey

•	 Sophie Croft

•	 Georgia Dent

•	 Lauren Frew

Head Coach: Jacqui Illman
Assistant Coach: Jenny Borlase
Team Manager: Deborah Kassing
Physiotherapist: Lauren Bendo

* Adelaide Thunderbirds Training Partner
^ withdrew prior to the round robin match play day

National
success

•	 Poppy Gilfillan-Silk

•	 Jessie Grenvold

•	 Tyler Orr * 

•	 Georgia Kraft

•	 Asha Thurlow

•	 Jordan Vivian

•	 Molly Watson *

•	 Tayla Williams * 
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The South Australian Sports Institute (SASI) Netball 
Program provides a daily training environment for the 
state’s nationally identified athletes. 

In 2021, former SASI athlete Georgie Horjus was offered a 
permanent contract with the Adelaide Thunderbirds. 

SASI athletes Lucy Austin, Tyler Orr and Molly Watson 
were also named as Adelaide Thunderbirds training 
partners for the first time. 

Sarah Klau and Maddy Proud, both former SASI athletes, 
were selected for the Diamonds Squad in 2021. 

Category 3 Commonwealth
Athletes selected in the Australian Netball Diamonds’ 
team/squad, athletes selected in the National Talent 
Squad:

•	 Sasha Glasgow

•	 Georgie Horjus

•	 Sarah Klau

•	 Maisie Nankivell

•	 Maddy Proud

Category 4 Developing
Athletes in the 21/U national squad, athletes selected in 
the 19/U national squad and/or identified as developing 
athletes by the national selectors: 

•	 Nyah Allen (Garville/Collingwood Magpies)

•	 Krystal Anderson-Ives (Contax)

•	 Lucy Austin (Matrics)

•	 Casey Bernhardt (Matrics)

•	 Chelsea Blackman (Contax)

•	 Georgia Dent (Matrics)

•	 Tahlia Dnistrjanski (Contax)

•	 Georgie Horjus (Contax/Adelaide Thunderbirds)

•	 Tyler Orr (Matrics/Collingwood Magpies)

•	 Paris Sinclair (Tango)

•	 Molly Watson (Contax)

•	 Tayla Williams (Contax/Adelaide Thunderbirds)

Category 5 Emerging
Athletes in the 17/U national squad, and/or identified as 
emerging athletes by the national selectors:

•	 Amelia Anderson (Contax)

•	 Sophie Casey (Matrics) 

•	 Poppy Gilfillan-Silk (Metro Jets)

•	 Jessie Grenvold (Contax)

•	 Kimberley Hearnden (Matrics)

•	 Olivia Nicholls (Metro Jets)

•	 Aaleya Turner (Metro Jets)

SASI Scholarship Talent
SASI Scholarship, but are currently not national 
identified or categorised selectors:

•	 Rachel Redden (South Adelaide)

•	 Cameron Golding (Oakdale)

South Australian 
sports institute (SASI) national squads

2021 Diamonds Squad
•	 Sarah Klau
•	 Maddy Proud

2021 Netball Australia Centre of 
Excellence Squads
Netball Australia announced its Netball Centre of 
Excellence Squads for 2021.

2021 21/U National Squad 
South Australian athletes
•	 Lucy Austin (Matrics)

•	 Chelsea Blackman (Contax)

•	 Georgia Dent (Matrics)

•	 Georgie Horjus (Contax/Adelaide Thunderbirds)

•	 Tyler Orr (Matrics/Collingwood Magpies)

•	 Molly Watson (Contax)

•	 Tayla Williams (Contax/Adelaide Thunderbirds)

The 2021 17/U and 19/U camps were led by Netball 
Centre of Excellence Head Coach Michelle Wilkins and 
the 21/U camp were led by Australian 21/U Head Coach 
Kylee Byrne.

2021 19/U National Squad 
South Australian athletes
•	 Krystal Anderson-Ives (Contax)
•	 Casey Bernhardt (Matrics)
•	 Tahlia Dnistrjanski (Contax)
•	 Paris Sinclair (Tango)

2021 17/U National Squad 
South Australian athletes
•	 Amelia Anderson (Contax)
•	 Sophie Casey (Matrics) 
•	 Poppy Gilfillan-Silk (Metro Jets)
•	 Jessie Grenvold (Contax)
•	 Kimberley Hearnden (Matrics)
•	 Olivia Nicholls (Metro Jets)
•	 Aaleya Turner (Metro Jets)

3
2

South Australians selected in the 2021/22 
Australian Development Squad

South Australian Diamonds
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Both Netball SA’s 17/U and 19/U State Team squads 
were set to defend their championship titles at the 2021 
National Championships.  

Unfortunately, due to the impact of COVID-19 across the 
country at the time, the 2021 competition, which was 
set to take place in Hobart in July, was cancelled for a 
second year in a row. 

Despite the cancellation of the competition, the state 
team program saw both squads selected and athletes 
engaging in the training program.

We congratulate all athletes and staff selected in the 
teams.  

Netball SA is proud to see former 2020 state team 
athletes excel along the South Australian pathway. This 
included 2020 19/U squad member, Georgie Horjus being 
named in the 2021 Adelaide Thunderbirds contracted 10 
squad.  

2020 19/U athletes Lucy Austin and Molly Watson were 
also named as Adelaide Thunderbirds training partners 
for the first time in 2021. 2019 19/U State Team co-
captain Tyler Orr also joined the Adelaide Thunderbirds 
training environment for the first time. 

Six state team athletes were also recruited into the 
Netball SA Premier League for the first time: Lily-Mae 
Balkwill (Garville), Jordan Cowles (Matrics), Lucy Denton 
(Garville), Kayla Graham (Contax), Amelia Olech (Matrics) 
and Lucy Voyvodic (Matrics).

17/U State Team Squad 
•	 Lily-Mae Balkwill

•	 Sophie Casey

•	 Kaili Cook-Shakles

•	 Jordan Cowles

•	 Lucy Denton

•	 Cameron Golding 

•	 Kayla Graham

•	 Olivia Nicholls

•	 Amelia Olech

•	 Chelsea Swann

•	 Aaleya Turner

•	 Lucy Voyvodic

17/U State Team Staff
Head Coach: Kirsty Leonard-Down
Assistant Coach: Peta Maher
Team Manager: Lorren Atwell 
Physiotherapist: Lauren Edwards

17/u and 19/u state 
teams

19/U State Team Squad 
•	 Amelia Anderson

•	 Krystal Anderson-Ives

•	 Casey Bernhardt

•	 Phoebe Bonner

•	 Tahlia Dnistrjanski

•	 Poppy Gilfillan-Silk

•	 Jessie Grenvold

•	 Kimberley Hearnden

•	 Alyss Jones

•	 Monet Lyle

•	 Rachel Redden

•	 Paris Sinclair

19/U State Team Staff
Head Coach: Lee-Anne Cummins
Assistant Coach: Amanda Shattock
Team Manager: Jo Whelan
Physiotherapist: Laura Holmes

The following athletes were also selected to attend 
national camps in their respective age groups that will be 
conducted in December 2021.

17/U
•	 Sophie Casey

•	 Kaili Cook-Shakles

•	 Lucy Denton

•	 Cameron Golding

•	 Kayla Graham

•	 Aaleya Turner

•	 Lucy Voyvodic

19/U
•	 Nyah Allen

•	 Tahlia Dnistrjanski

•	 Poppy Gilfillan-Silk

•	 Jessie Grenvold

•	 Kimberley Hearnden

•	 Paris Sinclair
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people and culture
In 2021, a strong focus for People and Culture has 
been the introduction of key initiatives to build the 
solid foundation for lasting impact. This included the 
relaunch of Netball SA’s values. Revision of the values 
first began in 2019, through an organisation-wide series 
of workshops. 

To help ensure staff are living the values and create 
the space for conversation, Netball SA launched a 
partnership with Teamgage. The initiative engages all 
staff from admin to stadium, as well as community 
workers employed through Netball SA.  The online 
platform allows teams and leaders to gather data related 
to key metrics including the organisational values and 
other key team performance measures. With all data 
analysed through teams, the objective is to create an 
open and always-improving workplace culture.   

Netball SA were among the proud grant recipients within 
the Sport Australia Women Leaders in Sport Program. 

Thanks to the grant, 13 Netball SA staff commenced a 
leadership program to help build their capabilities to 
ensure a lasting impact for netball in South Australia.  

Key outcomes of the program include developing 
leadership skills, aligning Netball SA values with positive 
role models, illuminating the leadership pathway, and 
creating a positive and inclusive workplace. 

In response to the changing social landscape and 
increased demand for workplace flexibility, Netball 
SA were proud to introduce a Flexible Working Policy. 
The initiative encourages interested staff to vary their 
working hours as required and take up work from home 
opportunities.  

Making netball  
a place where 
peaople can 
Thrive and grow
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* Left the position during 2020/21 
^ Parental leave during 2020/21

Executive
Chief Executive Officer 

Bronwyn Klei
Executive Assistant 

Alycia Smith* Julie-Ann Brunnthaler

Netball
General Manager - Netball 

Megan Wooldridge* Erin Haines
Pathways Manager 

Roz Fraser
Grassroots Pathways Coordinator 

Taylor Dabinett and Lucy Herde*
Pre-elite Pathways Coordinator 

Rachel Heywood* and Heidi Sandison
Sports Administration Trainee 

Grace Humphries
Development Manager 

Hanna Heptinstall
Development Coordinator 

Lucy Sayers
Development Coordinator 

Caitlin Sullivan
Development Coordinator 

Lucy Herde
Stakeholder Relations Coordinator 

Deanna Stainer*
Participation Manager 

Dusty Gould^*

Commercial
Commercial Manager 

Lauren Sherman
Business Development Manager 

Doug White*

Marketing and Communications
Marketing and Communications Manager 

Dianne Baruch

Media Manager 
Emmalie Balnaves-Gale

Graphic Design and Communications Coordinator 
Rachel McLean

Video and Digital Content Coordinator 
Jake Cooper* and Christopher Adams

Adelaide Thunderbirds
Senior Operations and Commercial Manager - 

Adelaide Thunderbirds 
Teneille Kleinitz^ Michelle Golley*

High Performance Manager 
Pitre Bourdon

Adelaide Thunderbirds and Southern Force 
Operations Manager 

Deborah Kassing
Adelaide Thunderbirds Head Coach 

Tania Obst
Adelaide Thunderbirds Assistant Coach 

Cathy Fellows
Performance Analyst 

Jade Traynor
Strength and Conditioning Coach 

Jay Collison

Athlete Engagement and Wellbeing Lead 
Kelly Vennus

Corporate Services
General Manager Corporate Services 

Danielle Brautigan*
Finance Coordinator 

Debbie Green
Reception/Finance Assistant 

Sevanah Waterman
Stadium Manager 

Trevor Anderson
Stadium Operations Coordinator 

John Khammash
Events Manager 
Karla Della-Pietra

Events Officer 
Jaclyn Allen

Cafe Coordinator 
Anatasia Miller

Duty Manager 
Astrid Schupelius

People and Culture
People and Culture Manager 

Christy Tepaiho*

staff Seda College

SEDA Netball SA Sports Development 
Program 
2021 was the third year of Netball SA’s industry 
partnership with SEDA College. 

SEDA College offers a sports industry-based model of 
learning for senior secondary students completing their 
SACE. 

Immersed in the sport and recreation industry, SEDA 
College provides a hands-on learning environment for 
its students. One where students are empowered to 
develop their practical skills and build strong networks, 
while completing their secondary education. 

In 2021, 19 SEDA students participated in the Netball SA 
Sports Development Program. Students were exposed 
to multiple facets of Netball SA and through their 
placements provided invaluable support for the Adelaide 
Thunderbirds school holiday clinics, the Academy 
Games, Subway Thunder Cup, Country Championships, 
Masters Competition administration and MyNetball 
Assistance.

19
5

seda students  
(18 in year 11 and 1  in year 12)

aboriginal and torres strait 
isalnder students

Vanessa Dempsey Award
Named after its inaugural winner, the award aims to 
celebrate the outstanding achievements of individuals 
in this important space and forms part of Netball SA’s 
commitment to reconciliation.

Joy Reid was awarded the 2021 Award for her invaluable 
support to the Koonibba Netball Club since its 
establishment over 26 years ago. 

Fondly known as ‘Nanna Joy’, she was recognised for her 
consistent presence at games every week, supporting 
the players at the club from Round 1 through to finals, 
including when the club is required to travel away from 
Ceduna. 

She has handed out socks to the NetSetGO girls each 
week and supports Indigenous players both within the 
club and in other clubs.  

Netball SA Advisory Group
The Netball SA Advisory Group has been instrumental in 
the organisation’s steps toward reconciliation, and we 
thank all participants for their involvement and support:

Advisory Group
•	 Debra Walker (Aunty Deb)

•	 Vanessa Dempsey 

•	 Rigby Barnes

•	 Christine Glenn

•	 Kelly Maxwell

•	 Stephen Harfield

reconciliation 
action plan

Netball SA Sports Development 
Program Award Winners
Volunteer of the Year 
Trinity Mulchrone

Service to Netball SA 
Jasmine Luscott

SEDA Supershot (aligned values award) 
Erin Wilton
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Netball SA stadium
Due to the impact of COVID-19, 2021 was another difficult 
year for Netball SA Stadium operations. Despite South 
Australia’s relatively favourable position during the 
height of the pandemic, frequently changing restrictions 
including those relating to borders presented ongoing 
challenges for the venue. 

The venue operated within restricted capacities, limiting 
or at times closing the venue to spectators.  

When South Australia locked down in July, working 
with SA Health, the stadium was converted into a major 
testing facility for 10 days.  

Outside of the lockdown, for the most part, regular 
competitions ran with minimal interruptions, and full 
seasons were completed for almost all competitions 
hosted at Netball SA Stadium.

The stadium was run under a COVID Management 
Plan, COVID Safe Plan and adaptive restrictions, which 
allowed operations to continue relatively normally. 
Unfortunately, some major bookings were forced to 
cancel or postpone due to uncertainty with capacities, 
restrictions, and boarder conditions. However, as the 
venue focused on its multi-use positioning, several 
major events were able to go ahead including Aussie 
Gold Cheer & Dance, FLAVA Dance Concert, Colonel Light 
Gardens Primary School Concert, SAPSASA, CESA, SSN 
Hub, SUNA Winter, COVID Testing Station, India COVID 
Crisis Fundraiser and five Adelaide Thunderbirds home 
games.

As Netball SA continue to upgrade the stadium, it has 
endeavoured to minimise disruptions to patrons for all 
events and will continue to do so through the next stages 
of development. We thank all visitors for their ongoing 
patience through 2021 developments. Netball SA looks 
forward to continuing to welcome more patrons to the 
home of netball in South Australia. 

Stadium

Netball SA Events
It was a year of ‘firsts’ for Netball SA’s events calendar. 
This began with the Adelaide Thunderbirds first SSN pre-
season match in regional South Australia. The ‘Mighty 
Murray Clash’ on 16 April in Berri saw the Adelaide 
Thunderbirds host the West Coast Fever thanks to 
support of Berri-Barmera Council, Berri Hotel, and the 
Berri Netball Club. The SSN stars were greeted by a sold-
out crowd. The clinics with both teams which followed 
on 17 April also proved popular for the local junior 
netballers. 

On 18 April, the Adelaide Thunderbirds’ Fan Day hosted 
the Fever at Netball SA Stadium, attracting the largest 
crowd of the event’s history. 

The Adelaide Thunderbirds Season Launch was 
celebrated with club’s volunteers and staff breakfast on 
21 April, followed by the corporate launch at Hotel Indigo 
Adelaide on 22 April.  

The Adelaide Thunderbirds’ season officially began on 2 
May with Round 1 at Netball SA Stadium and introduced 
an elevated event presentation focus. 

For the first time, Netball SA hosted the two biggest 
events on its calendar on the same weekend. The June 
long weekend saw Country Championships hosted at 
Netball SA Stadium, with the Adelaide Thunderbirds’ 
Adelaide Entertainment Centre blockbuster hosted on 
12 June. Both proved a great success, with the Country 
Championships recording the highest participation of 
the last 15 years, and the Adelaide Entertainment Centre 
match drawing the club’s largest SSN crowd to date.  

The season was rounded out with the inaugural Netball 
SA Awards Gala. As netball’s night of nights, the event 
celebrated community netball, Premier League and the 
Adelaide Thunderbirds at the Adelaide Entertainment 
Centre. The gala attracted 341 people and was also 
streamed online allowing Netball SA’s community to join 
from across the globe.  
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govern-
ment in-
vestment

Netball SA Stadium Redevelopment
2021 saw the completion of the $6.1 million facility 
development grant received by Netball SA in 2016 thanks 
to the Weatherill State Labor Government for Netball SA 
Stadium.

Among the final stages of this project, in 2021 the 
grant allowed for the renovation of the external toilets, 
adding a change facility and shower to the amenities. 
At the conclusion of 2021, final works are underway 
to commission the state-of-art entry turnstiles at the 
stadium’s main entrance.

As a vital boost to the stadium’s ongoing development 
plan, Netball SA were the proud recipients of a 
$12 million grant from the Marshall State Liberal 
Government, which was further bolstered by an 
additional $6 million from the Morrison Federal Liberal 
Government.

Planning is now underway for Stage 2 of the stadium’s 
facility development. 

Walking Netball

 

In 2021, Netball SA were proud to launch a Walking 
Netball product thanks to grant funding from the South 
Australian Government. 

The program launched with three ‘Come and Try’ 
competitions at Netball SA Stadium from 9-23 
September, allowing interested participants to trial the 
Walking Netball experience. 

Sessions were run by Netball SA Community Coaches 
and staff and included targeted warm ups and cool 
downs, rule introduction, skills refreshers, and 
movement and agility activities, followed by game 
play. A free morning tea also provided participants 
with the chance to form social connections within the 
competition. 

The competition then moved to an eight-week paid 
program. With no ladders, fixtures or points, the 
competition was designed to encourage ‘Walk Up’ 
Walking Netball and increase participation.   

Due to popular demand, the Walking Netball product 
was licensed to interested affiliated associations and 
clubs to run their own competitions. 

GRANTS

Government 
investment

Office for Recreation, Sport and Racing 
2020-21 Infrastructure Projects
Community Recreation and Sports Facilities Program

•	 8 projects involving netball facilities

•	 $847,000 funding (19.6% of funding allocated for this 
program)

Grassroots Facilities Program

•	 12 projects involved Netball facilities

•	 $2,892,750 funding (19.3% of funding allocated for 
this program)

Highlights 

•	 Roxby Downs Council received funding for four new 
multi-purpose courts at the Roxby Downs Sports 
Precinct.

•	 Tailem Bend Netball Club received funding towards 
their existing development of their courts.

•	 Western Districts Netball Club (Kangaroo Island) 
received funding for three new multi-purpose courts.

•	 Naracoorte Demons Netball Club received funding to 
upgrade and resurface their courts.

95
93

pre-registrations for the 
Walking Netball Competition

people on  Average participated in 
Walking Netball ‘Come and Try’ sessions
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Netball SA’s Marketing and Communications continue to 
the help promote the sport in South Australia.

Key campaigns and communications support the Netball 
SA, Adelaide Thunderbirds, Premier League and Netball 
SA Stadium brands. 

Membership and ticketing were supported by the launch 
of the ‘Watch her Fly’ campaign. The campaign was 
integrated across digital advertising as well as radio and 
outdoor advertising thanks to partnerships with SAFM 
and JCDecaux. 

The Adelaide Entertainment Centre marque match was 
a key priority, with efforts in this space rewarded with 
the match recording the highest ever attendance of any 
Adelaide Thunderbirds Suncorp Super Netball match to 
date. 

In a first for the Adelaide Thunderbirds in the SSN, the 
sold-out pre-season match against the West Coast Fever 
in Berri provided an exciting chance to showcase the 
elite SSN brand to South Australia’s regional community. 

The launch of above the line advertising to support 
school holiday clinics recorded a positive return on 
investment, with the June clinics recording the highest 
participation on record. 

The impact of COVID-19 on competitions and programs 
continued to be a key focus of communications across 
the year, with Netball SA committed to providing the 
latest updates affecting the netball community.  

In 2021, Netball SA was proud to partner with The 
Advertiser to bring major netball competitions online 
through livestreaming. This included a history-making 
live stream for the media outlet, with 101 matches made 
available online in the 2021 Country Championships. 
The Advertiser also live streamed 42 matches of the 2021 
Academy Games.

MARKETING AND 
COMMUNICATIONS

16,981

55,797

7,120

2,454

12,878

2,454

34,704

32,944

6,510

digital following

12.26% increase

9.64% increase

29.97% increase

2% increase

6.48% increase

85.42% increase

12.13% increase

govern-
ment in-
vestment

strong 
voice

Media opportunities were optimised across the business 
including coverage across television, digital, radio, print 
and broadcast, earning an estimated media value of 1.4 
million. 

Indigenous Rounds across both the Adelaide 
Thunderbirds and Premier League was a key focus. For 
the Adelaide Thunderbirds, the club celebrated the 2021 
dress design created as a collaboration between local 
Indigenous artist Shane Cook and SAASTA Aboriginal 
Netball Academy students. Within Premier League, 2021 
marked a record seven clubs designing an Indigenous 
dress created specially for the round.
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Adelaide Thunderbirds Membership

In 2021, the Adelaide Thunderbirds recorded its highest 
membership numbers of the last four years - a testament 
to the loyalty of the club’s supporters.

Despite the ongoing impact of COVID-19 on the 
competition, the club was fortunate to host six out of 
seven planned home games at Netball SA Stadium, 
including a Members’ Round. This was a wonderful way 
to give back to the generosity of those who pledged and 
rolled over memberships from 2020 during the height of 
the pandemic. 

The membership campaign was incentivised through a 
renewal campaign. In a club first, one loyal member was 
rewarded with the chance to ‘Spend the Day as a Tbird’ - 
an exclusive inner sanctum experience.

When the team was relocated to Queensland to finish 
the season, the membership team continued to engage 
members, including the roll out of digital benefits. 

Through another uncertain and challenging year, the 
club is grateful for the members that have stood by the 
club in 2021 and continue to pledge their support to its 
future.

Commercial

1,473 adelaide 
thunderbirds 
members

govern-
ment in-
vestment

Financial 
stability

47% increase 
from 2020
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In 2021, Netball SA continued to face commercial 
challenges due to an uncertain landscape. Following 
the departure of Premier Partner, Priceline Pharmacy 
at the end of 2020, attention quickly shifted to securing 
renewals. With most of the portfolio retained, this 
resulted in $1.07 million in commercial revenue.

With COVID-19 continuing to impact partners both 
locally and nationally, the increased focus on digital 
opportunities continued. However, Netball SA was 
proud to host several partner events providing valuable 
opportunities for networking and collaboration. 

2021 saw Principal Partner, Subway welcomed to the 
Adelaide Thunderbirds family. Subway’s support extends 
from grassroots through to the elite level, ensuring 
investment into netballers of all ages across the state.

The Subway partnership was successfully launched in 
stores across Adelaide and was integrated on-air through 
SAFM as well as local news coverage. Engagement 
with the franchisees has been key to the success of the 
partnership. 

New merchandise and apparel partner, Valour also 
joined Netball SA in 2021. With this came the unveiling 

of a series of new Adelaide Thunderbirds dresses and a 
high performance and merchandise range. 

As a new wine partner in 2021, Fox Creek offered an 
exciting new corporate experience at the Adelaide 
Entertainment Centre through the launch of the Fox 
Creek Deck. The partnership also supported a premium 
corporate networking event at Fox Creek winery and 
Netball SA stadium supply. 

A new media partner in 2021, JCDecaux helped launch 
a successful outdoor campaign for membership and 
ticketing.

In 2021, Netball SA also partnered with Teamgage for 
the first time, offering valuable support for teams across 
Netball SA staff. 

Netball SA thanks its partners for the generous support 
provided in 2021. The many successes off the court and 
netball’s ability to uplift and empower communities 
were made possible together. 

With an exciting vision for 2022, Netball SA is committed 
to continuing to deliver value to our partners and the 

our partnersAdelaide Thunderbirds  
ticketing and match day attendance Adelaide Thunderbirds broadcast

principal

Corporate

SUPPLIER

major Apparel

After a turbulent 2020, the ticketing team continued to 
navigate rapidly-changing government guidelines to 
ensure adherence to COVID-19 management plans and 
local health advice. 

The season attracted more than 19,000 spectators, 
however most games were impacted by a 75% restriction 
on venue capacity due to COVID-19 guidelines.

In 2021, the club achieved its highest ever crowd in 
a Suncorp Super Netball match, with 6,158 Adelaide 
Thunderbirds fans attending the Adelaide Entertainment 
Centre blockbuster event.

The marquee game at Adelaide Entertainment Centre 
enabled the club to elevate the match day experience 
for fans and supporters. It was also supported by new 
corporate packages including courtside seating and 
corporate boxes. 

At Netball SA Stadium, four out of the five home days 
were sold out events.

Out of the regular season, pre-season events also proved 
a resounding success, with the Berri regional match 
attracting a sell out crowd and Fan Day at Netball SA 
Stadium recording the largest Fan Day crowd in the 
club’s history. 

The Adelaide Thunderbirds’ gross viewership increased 
to more than 574,000 representing a 15% year of year 
increase and the club was the only one to record an 
increase within the Suncorp Super Netball league. This 
is attributed the club receiving one additional free-to-air 
broadcast game, through Channel 9’s GEM compared to 
2020.

Indigenous Round (Round 5) was the Adelaide 
Thunderbirds’ most viewed game of the season, the 
highest of any club for the round and the highest in the 
club’s SSN history.

The average ratings for the Adelaide Thunderbirds once 
again outperformed the local A-League, NBL and all 
female sporting codes. 

total attendance across 
SIX home games

attended the Adelaide Entertainment 
Centre match (highest crowd of any 
Adelaide Thunderbirds SSN home game)

6 15% 
19,022 
6,158 

suncorp super netball games 
hosted in adelaide

 increase in gross 
TV audience 

indigenous round was the highest ever TV 
audience for any game in the club’s SSN history 

MAJOR

PRINCIPAL PARTNERS

THANK YOU TO OUR PARTNERS

ASSOCIATE

RADIO CHARITYBROADCAST
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COVID-19 continued to take its toll on the sporting 
landscape with netball continuing to be impacted.

In South Australia, the ongoing government restrictions 
meant Netball needed to deal with uncertainty around 
participation, spectator numbers, venue capacity 
and the increased running costs associated with 
government mandated measures. 

With a strong commitment from participants, clubs, 
associations, and spectators, Netball did bounce back 
from the results incurred in the 2020 financial year.

Netball SA incurred an operating surplus for the year of 
$629,723 (2020: $311,809 deficit). 

However, the audited financial statements show a 
surplus for the financial year of $2,073,328 (2020: 
$4,102,643).  This was as a result of recognising Capital 
Grant revenue, which could only be used for upgrades 
to the stadium and surrounds at Mile End.

While the Netball SA audited financial statements 
show a surplus for the 2021 year, this was impacted by 
extraordinary items of income due solely to COVID-19.  
These include a once off government grant of $700,000 
and continuing Job Keeper and government subsidies 
of $919,737.

operating 
performance

The ongoing disruptions of the pandemic meant that 
Netball SA was not fully able to deliver against its 
strategic objectives for the financial year. 

Factors that contributed to this include:

• Reduced participation across the state (while 
participation recovered significantly from 2020, it is not 
back to pre-pandemic levels)

• Venue capacity reduced by 25%, impacting facility hire 
and entry fees

• Cancellation of external events

• Increased costs due to government requirements 
associated with the COVID Management Plan and COVID 
Safe Plan.

The pandemic continued to present NSA with financial 
challenges, but with the support of state and federal 
governments, it managed to continue operating. 

Netball SA’s focus for the new financial year will be to 
continue to strengthen Netball SA’s financial position.
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Financial 
REPORT
For the year ended  
30 september 2021
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Netball South Australia
Priceline Stadium, 155 Railway Terrace,  
Mile End South SA 5031
(08) 8238 0500
info@netballsa.asn.au
sa.netball.com.au


